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Celebrity Buzz 

Lilo barred 
from 
Ronson’s 
party 

pg 18 


Rob Guildford from the Society of Radio Control Modelers shows Caleb MacDonald, 5, a de Havilland Canada DHC-i Chipmunk yes¬ 
terday at the nth annual Shearwater Aviation Museum spring hobby show. 

World without nukes? 

Barack Obama outlines plan to rid world of nuclear weapons 

“Make no mistake: As long as these 
weapons exist, we will maintain a safe, 
secure and effective arsenal to deter any 
adversary.” U.S. President Barack Obama 


Halifax RCMP 
gets first female 
supervisor 

police The Halifax District 
RCMP has its first commis¬ 
sioned female officer. 

Insp. Joanne Crampton 
has been named the new 
operations officer for the 
district and will be respon¬ 
sible for the day-to-day 
front line operations of all 
the RCMP Halifax detach¬ 
ments. 

Crampton joined the 
RCMP in 1998 and was 
commissioned to the rank 
of inspector to the 
province of Nova Scotia in 
Januaiy 2008. 

“She brings a wealth of 
operational experience 
through her diverse polic¬ 
ing background and I’m 
confident she will 
contribute significantly to 
our overall policing efforts 
in HRM, including crime 
reduction,” said Supt. Dar¬ 
rell Beaton, officer in 
charge of Halifax district. 
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U.S. President Barack Oba¬ 
ma set out his vision for 
ridding the world of 
nuclear arms yesterday, 
declaring the United 
States ready to lead steps 
by all states with atomic 
weapons to reduce their 
arsenals. 

Delivering a speech giv¬ 
en new urgency by North 
Korea’s rocket launch 
hours earlier, Obama said 
the United States would 
go ahead with plans to 
build a missile defence 
shield in Europe as long 
as Iran posed a threat 
with its nuclear program. 

On a visit to the Czech 
capital, once a focal point 
in the Cold War between 
the West and the Soviet 
Union, Obama pledged to 
cut the U.S. nuclear arse¬ 
nal, to bring the Compre¬ 


hensive Test Ban Treaty 
into force and to seek 
tough penalties for those 
that broke rules on non¬ 
proliferation. 

“The United States will 
take concrete steps to¬ 
wards a world without nu¬ 
clear weapons,” he told a 
cheering crowd of more 
than 20,000 in Hrad- 
canske Square outside the 
medieval Prague Castle. 

“To put an end to Cold 
War thinking, we will re¬ 
duce the role of nuclear 
weapons in our national 
security strategy and urge 


others to do the same,” 
Obama said, adding: “We 
will seek to include all nu¬ 
clear weapons states in 
this endeavour.” 

He acknowledged the 
goal of a nuclear arms- 
free world might not be 
reached in his lifetime 
and added: “Make no mis¬ 
take: As long as these 
weapons exist, we will 
maintain a safe, secure 
and effective arsenal to 
deter any adversary.” 

Referring directly to 
North Korea, he said Py¬ 
ongyang should be pun¬ 


ished for breaking the 
rules with its rocket 
launch and called on it 
verifiably to scrap its nu¬ 
clear weapons programs. 

North Korea’s defiance 
of U.S. warnings was Oba¬ 
ma’s most serious foreign 
policy challenge since he 
took office Jan. 20, and 
the world will watch 
closely his handling of it. 

“Now is the time for a 
strong international re¬ 
sponse. North Korea must 
know that the path to se¬ 
curity and respect will 
never come through 
threats and illegal 
weapons,” he said. 

North Korea said the 
launch was intended to 
put a satellite in orbit. 
The White house said the 
launch was “unsuccess¬ 
ful.” REUTERS 


Body ID'd as 
missing taxi 
driver Kostin 

investigation The RCMP 
has confirmed a body 
found near North Preston 
is that of missing cab driv¬ 
er Sergei Kostin. 

The body was found 
Wednesday afternoon near 
where Kostin’s burned-out 
taxi was discovered in Jan¬ 
uary. 

The RCMP Forensic Unit 
and Medical Examiner’s 
Office positively identified 
the body Saturday and the 
findings were released to 
the media that evening. 
They identified him 
through finger prints. 

The RCMP 
isn’t releas¬ 
ing the 
cause of 
death. 

Kostin 
picked up a 
fare on Gas¬ 
ton Road in 
Dartmouth 
Jan. 17 and 
hadn’t been 
seen or heard from since. 

Three days after his dis¬ 
appearance, Kostin’s 
burned taxi was found in 
North Preston. 

The 40-year-old from the 
Ukraine has a wife and two 
children in his homeland. 

His immediate family 
has been notified of his 
death. 

Police have been search¬ 
ing the area where his taxi 
was found since January, 
but officers discovered the 
body laying about 20 feet 
from Upper Governor 
Road Wednesday at 4:30 
p.m. 

Police are continuing 
their investigation and 
want to speak with two 
males who are believed to 
have been his final 
customers of the day on 
Jan. 17. METRO HALIFAX 
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Opportunities available with the province 

The province is accepting applications from individuals interested in being appointed to serve on adjudicative agencies, boards and commissions. For a 
complete list of the opportunities available, go to www.gov.ns.ca/exec_council/abc or phone 424-4877. Closing date for applications is May 8 . metro Halifax 



Another teen 
charged in vicious 
bus stop attack 

court A second person is 
facing an attempted 
murder charge following a 
vicious attack eight days 
ago on a 15-year-old boy at 
a Dartmouth bus stop. 

Nick Pace, 18, was picked 
up by police in the Truro 
area on Thursday and was 
arraigned in Dartmouth 
provincial court on Friday 
charged with several 
offences, including 
attempted murder. 

A 15-year-old Dartmouth 
boy has also been arraigned 
on a charge of attempted 
murder. metro Halifax 


metr@news.ca 

What's online today. 


Video Police lay charges 
against three more men in 
B.C. apartment killings, at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video Female Canadian 
Forces officer keeps order on 
Afghan worksite, at 
metronews.ca/world 
Comment Guidy Mamann 
looks at the George 
Galloway case and thej^ 
legal quandary that it 
creates for Canada's 
immigration 



Friday, Apr. 3 

Super 7 :2,10,11,22,33,38 & 45 Bonus 41 

Saturday, Apr. 4 

Lotto 6/49: 17 , 20, 22,37,40 & 48 Bonus 33 
These results are not official. 


Clogged culvert floods homes 



Kevin Sinyerd looks over his wife's brand new Chevrolet Aveo 
which was completely submerged under water on Saturday 
during the flooding in Beaver Bank. 


| PAUL MCLEOD 

> paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


§ Kevin Sinyerd woke up 
3 Saturday to discover his 
§ basement flooded and his 
> family’s vehicles in the 
| yard under water. He then 
did the only thing to do in 
that situation? 

“I tried to go back to bed,” 
said the Beaver Bank man. 

He awoke later when his 
neighbours canoed over to 
his house to check if every¬ 
thing was OK. Sinyerd was 
one of the hardest hit resi¬ 
dents in the area of flooding 
caused by rain, melting 
snow and a beaver dam. 

A clogged culvert turned 
Davis Drive in Beaver Bank 
into a pool, washing away 
some of the road and flood¬ 
ing nearby homes like Siny- 
erd’s. 

Flooding in Sinyerd’s 
basement has likely dam¬ 
aged many of his posses¬ 
sions. But it’s the personal 


belongings that could be 
the biggest blow. 

“It’s a mess,” he said of 
his basement. “All the boxes 
on the shelves, that’s all our 
personal belongings, 
whether it’s photographs of 
the kids when they’re 
younger or their school- 
work that we kept. We 
haven’t gotten into it yet. 
We’ll deal with that later.” 

The family vehicles, in¬ 
cluding his wife’s new 
Chevrolet Aveo were com¬ 
pletely submerged in water. 
He’s not sure how much is 
covered by insurance. 

Department of Trans¬ 
portation officials eventually 
fixed the blockage and by 
yesterday much of the flood¬ 
ing had subsided. Roads in 
Hantsport, Oakfield and 
Beaver Bank are scheduled 
to be repaired today. Chief 
among them is Davis Drive. 

“Much of the shoulder 
was washed away,” said 
transportation spokes¬ 
woman Cathy Maclsaac. 


Mistakenly released prisoner back in jail 


Ryan Jessop is back in jail af¬ 
ter being mistakenly re¬ 
leased from custody. 

Early Friday morning, po¬ 
lice found Jessop at a High¬ 
land Park Drive apartment 
where he was taken back in¬ 
to custody without incident. 

Sgt. Bill Morris said the 
drug unit had information 
regarding Jessop’s location 
and got a search warrant. 


“Everything went smooth. 
They entered the apartment 
and Mr. Jessop was there,” 
Morris said. 

“The officers took him in¬ 
to custody and returned him 
to the correctional centre.” 

Jessop, a 22-year-old from 
Dartmouth, was accidentally 
released at Halifax Provin¬ 
cial Court Tuesday, just one 
day after officials discovered 


they had accidentally re¬ 
leased another prisoner six 
days earlier. 

That man, Chancelor 
Faulkner, was apprehended 
Wednesday and is also now 
back behind bars. 

Jessop was released the 
same way as Faulkner. He 
was on his way to court for 
charges including posses¬ 
sion of a weapon, uttering 


threats and extortion, and 
should have been sent back 
to Burnside jail. 

But a clerical error led to 
his form saying he could be 
released. 

Both incidents are being 
investigated and Nova Scotia 
Justice Minister Cecil Clarke 
said “appropriate discipli- 
naiy action will be taken.” 

METRO HALIFAX 


High-risk 
sex offender 
recently 
released 



alert The Halifax 
Regional Police has 
announced the recent 
release of a sexual 
offender they say is at 
a high risk to reoffend 

Donald J. 
Fisher, 33, 
has been 
released 
from prison 
after 

serving his 
full 

two-year 
sentence 
Fisher for 


numerous 
property-related crimes. 

Fisher has multiple 
previous convictions, 
including sex offences 
against both children 
and adults. He has been 
professionally assessed as 
a high risk to re-offend 
in a sexual manner, 
police say. 

Fisher is on a number 
of conditions, which are 
intended to prevent him 
from having contact 
with children under 
the age of 16. 

He is a five-foot-five 
white male, 120 pounds, 
with brown hair and 
hazel eyes. 

The police say this 
information is to alert the 
public and any vigilante 
activity will not be 
tolerated. metro Halifax 



Discover your Curiosity this Easter 

at the Shops and Restaurants of 

Dresden Row Market 


SPRING GARDEN 


1535 Dresden Row, Halifax, Nova Scotia | www.dresdenrowmarket.ca 
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Media a Special Stop 


Pete’s Frootique | Cucina Moderna | Topcuts | Cora's | Sushi Nami | Premier Wine and Spirits | SnauBar 
Sam's Macchiato | Rosemary's Chocolates |Top Drawer Mens Wear | The Suitor Store | New Century Trading 


Missing teen girl found 
mildly hypothermic 


search A 16-year-old Gaetz 
Brook girl was taken to hos¬ 
pital yesterday with mild 
hypothermia after a police 
K-9 team found the missing 
girl in the woods around 
West Chezzetcoolc. 

Police say the teenager 
was reported missing at 1:32 
a.m. yesterday morning. She 
was last scene running to¬ 
wards the open water. 

Ground Search and Res¬ 
cue was called in to assist 
police and fire personnel 


and a helicopter was dis¬ 
patched through the Joint 
Rescue Coordination Centre 
At 3:35 a.m., the police K- 
9 team found the girl in the 
woods conscious and 
breathing, but in a hy¬ 
pothermic state. 

The girl, who wasn’t 
properly dressed for the 
weather conditions, was 
transported to the IWK 
Health Centre for treatment 
and an assessment. 

METRO HALIFAX 


News in brief 


shooting Police believe they 
have recovered one of the 
vehicles involved in a shooting 
last Wednesday in Dartmouth. 
Police received an anonymous 
tip Friday morning of a vehicle 


parked in a driveway at a Cole 
Harbour residence for the past 
two days with two bullet holes 
in the driver's side. Halifax 
District RCMP members seized 
the car. metro Halifax 
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Science stars off to Winnipeg 

Six students are off to the Canada-Wide Science Fair in Winnipeg next month. Advancing are Adrian Howie of Citadel, Emily Chua of Sacred 
Heart, Gabriel Smith of Ellenvale, Greg Farrell of Gorsebrook, Nayani Jensen of St. Agnes and Isaac Adams of Halifax West, metro Halifax 
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TATTOO TICKETS... 

A GREAT EASTER GIFT 
(HOP TO IT AND GET 
YOURS TODAY!) 

Get your tickets today for the 30th anniversary staging 
of the world’s greatest entertainment extravaganza. It 
will be the biggest and best Tattoo ever and tickets will 
make a great Easter gift for the whole family. Give a 
gift that will give again in July and remember - every 
bunny loves a Tattoo! 


JULY 1-8 

HALIFAX METRO CENTRE 


RO\AL 
NOVA SCOTIA 

INTERNATIONAL 


TICKETS (902)451-1221 
www.ticketatlantic.com 


TATTOO /obey/ HH 


Anthem policy sought 

Minister wants all schools to play O Canada every day 


Education Minister Judy 
Streatch wants all school 
boards in the province to 
develop policies requiring 
the playing of O Canada in 
schools daily. 

Streatch recently wrote 
to the boards noting that 
while the practice of 
singing the national an¬ 
them is well-established in 
Nova Scotia schools, there 
are only two boards with 
written policies — the 
Cape Breton-Victoria Re¬ 
gional School Board and 
Conseil Scolaire Acadian 
provincial, which is the 
province’s Acadian school 
board. 

“I am requesting that all 
boards in the province de¬ 
velop a written policy re¬ 
quiring the singing of the 
national anthem in Nova 
Scotia schools on a daily 
basis and at special events 
in schools throughout 
your respective jurisdic¬ 
tions,” she wrote to the 
boards. 


The Canadian flag flies in front of Gorsebrook Junior High School 
in Halifax yesterday. Education Minister Judy Streatch would like 
all school boards in the province to have a written policy requir¬ 
ing the singing of the national anthem on a daily basis. 


Tories tab $ 155 M 
for poverty plan 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


funding The province an¬ 
nounced a $155-million 
long-term plan to reduce 
poverty on Friday. 

The biggest part of the 
plan involves $88 million 
for training workers with 
less than a 
Grade 12 edu- 1 


cation level. “If the government 
Money will is truly com mitted 

be available . / . 

for skills to reducing poverty, 

training, up- it WOUld provide 

SS * 

job searches, community-based 
“The pover- organizations like 

strategy C is°a women’s and family 
framework centres that are 

for breaking directly helping 

the cycle of . / 

poverty and those in need. 

improving NDP's Mariiyn More 
the standard 
of living for 
low-income Nova Sco¬ 
tians,” said Community 
Services Minister Chris 
d’Entremont. 

The plan which was an¬ 
nounced in Kentville also 
includes $59 million for 
affordable/public hous¬ 
ing, plus $2 million to in¬ 
crease the income assis¬ 
tance rate by CPI. There’s 
$3.5 million towards sub¬ 
sidizing daycare and $2.5 


million to expand Nova 
Scotia’s child benefit and 
low-income pharmacare. 

The plan stems out of 
recommendations from 
the Poverty Reduction 
Working Group, which 
was supported unani¬ 
mously by all parties. 

The NDP responded 
with skepticism that the 
Tories will be 
able to fol¬ 
low through 
on their com¬ 
mitments. 

It said 

some 

changes will 
take too long 
to be imple¬ 
mented, 
while others 
followup on 
years-old rec¬ 
ommenda¬ 
tions that 

should al¬ 
ready be in 
place. 

“The gov¬ 
ernment has been drag¬ 
ging its feet on this strate¬ 
gy,” said NDP critic Mari¬ 
lyn More. 

“If the government is 
truly committed to reduc¬ 
ing poverty, it would pro¬ 
vide stable funding to 
community-based organi¬ 
zations like women’s and 
family centres that are di¬ 
rectly helping those in 
need.” 


The minister’s move 
came soon after controver¬ 
sy erupted in New 
Brunswick. Erik Millett, 
principal of Belleisle ele¬ 
mentary school, about 30 
kilometres west of Freder¬ 
icton, incurred the wrath 
of angry calls and emails 
after a group of parents 
complained that O Canada 
wasn’t being played before 
classes. 

Millett had moved the 
anthem to monthly assem¬ 
blies in 2007, and was 
quoted in a newspaper ar¬ 
ticle as saying that using 
the anthem at the assem¬ 
blies would give it more 
prominence and impor¬ 
tance. 

He has since left his posi¬ 
tion as principal and taken 
another position within 
the district. 

Attached to Streatch’s 
letter is a copy of the Cape 
Breton-Victoria board’s 
written policy regarding 
flags and the anthem in 


Cape Breton Cancer 
Centre set to expand 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


liquor The Split Crow has 
been found guilty by the 
Nova Scotia Utility and Re¬ 
view Board of letting a pre- 
St. Patrick’s Day party get 
way out of hand. 


Patrons outside the bar 
urinating and vomiting, 
people cariying up to six 
beers at one time, seeming¬ 
ly well underage patrons 
drinking, and overcrowd¬ 
ing were among the viola¬ 
tions from inspectors on 
March 15, 2008. 

The celebration left the 


Granville Street bar facing 
a slew of charges. Inspec¬ 
tors spent most of the after¬ 
noon investigating the bar. 
At one point they forced 
bar staff to kick out 100 
people due to overcrowd¬ 
ing. 

Most of the charges in 
the April 2 ruling were dis¬ 


missed due to lack of evi¬ 
dence, but the board found 
the Split Crow guilty of fail¬ 
ing to keep order and con¬ 
trol. 

The board will meet 
again to determine a sen¬ 
tence. Punishment could 
range from a fine to tempo- 
raiy closure. 


Split Crow found guilty of violations relating to 2008 party 


schools. It requires schools 
to display the provincial 
and national flags, with 
the Canadian flag to be 
flown from the school’s 
flag mast and notes it 
should also be displayed 
within or near the main 
entrance. 

Elemen- 
taiy stu¬ 
dents 
are to 
be 


taught annually the lyrics 
and meaning of O Canada 
and given an explanation 
of the significance of the 
national flag. Secondary 
students are to receive the 
same instruction, as con¬ 
sidered necessary by staff. 

Students can be ex¬ 
empted with a valid 
written request 
from a parent or 
guardian. They 
can either leave 
the room or 
stay and not 
participate. 

CAPE 


health Faster and more ad¬ 
vanced treatment for Cape 
Breton cancer patients was 
announced Friday. 

Premier Rodney MacDon¬ 
ald broke the news of 
greater access to radiation 
therapy services with the 
expansion of the Cape Bre¬ 
ton Cancer Centre and a 
new CT simulator for the fa¬ 
cility. 

“This investment in the 
Cape Breton Cancer Centre 
will ensure that we are able 
to meet Canada’s first wait¬ 
time guarantee,” MacDon¬ 
ald said at a packed press 
conference at the Cape Bre¬ 
ton Regional Hospital in 
Sydney. 

Under the guarantee, ef¬ 
fective March 2010, cancer 
patients in Nova Scotia who 
need radiation therapy 
must get treatment within 
eight weeks of being ready 
to treat. 

“We will go beyond the 
national standards to en¬ 
sure we provide the very 
best in care,” MacDonald 


“We will go beyond 
the national 
standards to ensure 
we provide the very 
best in care.” 

Premier MacDonald 

said. “Today’s investment is 
part of meeting those 
goals.” 

John Malcom, CEO of the 
Cape Breton District Health 
Authority, said the improve¬ 
ments will help the centre 
maintain its record for fast 
access to treatment. 

“If we didn’t replace this 
equipment our wait times 
would grow and we would¬ 
n’t be the top ranked cancer 
centre in Canada by pa¬ 
tients,” he said. 

The new CT simulator is a 
key component of the ex¬ 
pansion. It will reduce the 
amount of time patients 
spend in diagnosis and al¬ 
lows for more accurate radi¬ 
ation therapy treatment. 

CAPE BRETON POST 
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Students show their skills 

The Nova Scotia Community College's Akerley Campus will be holding an open house today from 6 to 9 p.m. The event will showcase 
students from a number of different programs demonstrating their skills that they've learned at the school, metro Halifax 



Read more Metro news online today. Do it daily. metn^pews.< 


You Can 


By serving on one 
of Nova Scotia’s 
adjudicative 
agencies, boards 
and commissions 
you can play a 
vital role in the 
administration of 
government. 

Adjudicative agencies, 
boards, and commissions 
serve various roles 
and diverse interests. 
Adjudicative boards have 
quasi-judicial functions. 




NOVASCOTIA 


Vf 

VI 


Make a 
Difference. 

Opportunities presently available: 

Agriculture - Farm Practices Board 

Community Services - Adoption Appeal 
Committee, Assistance Appeal Boards 

Education - Board of Appeal Education Act, 
Private Career Colleges Board, Student Aid 
Appeal Committee 

Environment 

On-Site Services Advisory Board 

Finance 

Securities Commission 

Justice 

Judicial Council, Nova Scotia Review Board 
Under the Criminal Code, Police Review Board 

Labour and Workforce Development 

Construction Industry Panel, Elevators and 
Lifts Appeal Board, Labour Relations Board 
(Nova Scotia), Labour Standards Tribunal, 

Nova Scotia Building Advisory Committee, 
Occupational Health and Safety Appeal Panel 

Natural Resources 

Primary Forest Products Marketing Board 

Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations 

Regional Assessment Appeal Court 

Closing Date: May 8, 2009 

For further information about the 
adjudicative process, board position 
profiles, current opportunities and 
how to apply, visit our website at 

www. gov. ns. ca/exec_council/abc 

or contact the Executive Council Office at 
902-424-4877 or toll free 1-866-206-6844. 


The Government of Nova 
Scotia has an Employment 
Equity Policy and we 
welcome applications 
from Aboriginal People, 
African Nova Scotians and 
other Racially Visible People, 
Persons with Disabilities 
and Women. If you are a 
member of one of the equity 
groups you are encouraged to 
self-identify, on either your 
application, covering letter 
or your resume. 


Left to Right. Michael Tynes, Labour Relations Board; Michelle Fougere, Student Assistance Higher 
Appeal Board; Daniel Paul, Police Review Board; Jeanne Cruikshank, Natural Products Marketing Council. 



Chris Young shows a telescope yesterday at an International Year 
of Astronomy event at Dresden Row Market in Halifax. 

Connecting 
with stars 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Halifax 


7 ® 


Stargazers wrapped up 
100 soggy hours of astron¬ 
omy yesterday, ending 
with a telescope clinic at 
Halifax’s Dresden Row 
Market. 

“The first thing about 
buying a tele- 

scope is: Don’t “We're just try- 


buy one. Come . 
and talk to us ^9 tO get pGO 1 


first,” laughed pie to connect 
David Chapman * th the skv » 
of the Royal As- W11 ni , e 5K ”* 
tronomicai Sod- David Chapman, 

ety of Canada, “if Royal Astronomi- 
people just rush , <- • f f 

out and buy one, bOCieiy OT 

they tend to be a Canada 
bit junky.” 

Amateur and profession¬ 
al astronomers caught a 
few hours of clear sky Sat¬ 
urday night to explore the 
Andromeda galaxy and oth¬ 
er treats from the Wander¬ 
ers’ Grounds. The 100 


“You can see a lot (with 
binoculars), especially if 
you’re city-bound.” 

Astronomy Nova Scotia 
will hold another telescope 
clinic at the Saltscapes Ex¬ 
po at Exhibition Park at the 
end of April. People can get 
advice on what to buy, or 
bring their telescopes in to 
learn how to better use 
them. 

“We’re just try¬ 
ing to get people 
to connect with 
the sky,” Chap¬ 
man said. “This 
is the No. 1 thing 
people come to 
us with: They’ve 
bought a tele¬ 
scope, but they 
can’t see any¬ 
thing. There’s so 


hours was part of the Inter¬ 
national Year of Astronomy 
and last week’s focus was 
the tools you need to see 
the stars up close. 

A good telescope can cost 
from a few hundred dollars 
up into the billions, but 
Chapman said a nice pair of 
binoculars costing about 
$150 will get you started. 


much (sky).” 

Astronomy Nova Scotia is 
holding a series of public 
talks this year. Go to As- 
tronomynovascotia.ca for 
details. 

The UN-declared IYA cele¬ 
brates the 400th anniver¬ 
sary of one of the great in¬ 
tellectual revolutions in hu¬ 
man history. In 1609, Tus¬ 
can scientist Galileo Galilei 
peered into the newly in¬ 
vented telescope and 
turned millennia of think¬ 
ing on its head by proving 
the Earth isn’t the centre of 
the universe. 


Rodd acclaimed NDP chief 


p.e.i. James Rodd won the 
leadership of the Prince 
Edward Island New Demo¬ 
cratic Party by acclamation 
Saturday during the par¬ 
ty’s annual general meet¬ 
ing and leadership conven¬ 
tion in Charlottetown. He 
had been the interim 
leader since 2007. 

Rodd is taking over a 


party that is in disarray, 
which was made abun¬ 
dantly clear when he was 
the only candidate for the 
top job. He said the party is 
in countdown mode to the 
next provincial election in 
2011 and he wants to be 
ready to fight it by June 30, 
2011. 

CHARLOTTETOWN GUARDIAN 





















metronews.ca 


metro 


Monday, April 6 , 2009 


Woman dies without inheritance 

Mary McCarthy, a Canadian widow living in Cuba whose fortune was trapped in a Boston bank by the U.S. trade embar¬ 
go died Friday at the age of 108 without having ever gotten her money, according to her godson. Reuters 


5 


Canada 


Students slack off: Study 

Profs say Immaturity, Wikipedia common among first-years 


University professors feel 
their first-year students 
are less mature, rely too 
much on Wikipedia and 
“expect success without 
the requisite effort,” says 
an Ontario-wide survey to 
be released today. 

More than 55 per cent of 
Ontario’s faculty and li¬ 
brarians surveyed believe 
students are less prepared 
for university than even 
three years ago. In fact, 
many post-secondary insti¬ 
tutions have had to create 
catch-up courses to help 
those who are struggling. 

“It wasn’t a shock for me 
— I’m aware of what’s hap¬ 
pening out there,” said Bri- 


College report 

• Colleges too report trou¬ 
bles with unprepared stu¬ 
dents, especially in math. 


an Brown, a University of 
Windsor visual arts profes¬ 
sor. He also heads the On¬ 
tario Confederation of Uni¬ 
versity Faculty Associa¬ 
tions, which oversaw the 
online survey of about 
2,000 professors and uni¬ 
versity librarians out of the 
province’s 15,000. 

“What the questionnaire 
reveals is a serious chal¬ 
lenge that we are facing in 


the system. We are teach¬ 
ing students from what is 
basically an under-re¬ 
sourced secondaiy school 
system.” 

James Cote, a sociology 
professor at the University 
of Western Ontario, says 
the survey confirms a lot 
of recent research, and 
that the decline in student 
preparedness began years 
ago, but has more recently 
accelerated. 

“It’s a wider societal is¬ 
sue, where leisure is very 
much valued and work 
habits are not necessarily 
reinforced in the way that 
they were in the past. The 
work ethic is not what it 


used to be ... no pain, no 
gain doesn’t seem to be 
prevalent any more.” 

Cote co-authored a book, 
Ivoiy Tower Blues: A Uni¬ 
versity System in Crisis, 
that in part chronicled the 
issues professors have with 
today’s students and main¬ 
tains a blog where he hears 
from professors all the 
time. 

With the current focus 
on stemming high-school 
dropouts, discipline and 
punctuality are not longer 
reinforced, and students 
come to university expect¬ 
ing to continue that, he 
added. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Vancouver Rally against hate 



Vancouverites gather for a gay rights rally yesterday. Those at the rally called for hate crime des¬ 
ignations for violence against homosexuals following a March attack on a 62-year-old man at a 
local pub. The man sustained serious brain injuries following the attack. 


Charges laid in 
Surrey Six killings 

murders Eileen Mohan 
says she never lost faith 
that the person who mur¬ 
dered her 22-year-old son 
in their Surrey, B.C., apart¬ 
ment would be caught. 

After 18 months, her pa¬ 
tience was rewarded with 
the arrest of Dennis Karbo- 
vanec, 28, an alleged 
member of the Red Scorpi¬ 
ons gang who Thursday 
will be sentenced in the 
murder of Chris Mohan 
and two other men. “It’s 
bittersweet,” Mohan said. 

Karbovanec was arrested 
and immediately pleaded 
guilty Friday to second-de¬ 
gree murder in the deaths 
of Mohan, Ryan 
Bartolomeo, 19, and 
Michael Lai, 26, who were 
killed along with three 
other men in a Surrey 
highrise in October 2007. 
Three other arrests were 
also made over the week¬ 
end. METRO CANADA 


Canadian among 4 kidnapped in Darfur region 


Nursing allowed 
in Calgary pools 

law Calgary city pools will 
now be designated a 
“breastfeeding friendly” 
zone. 

Breastfeeding crusader 
and mother of a 21-month- 
old girl, Gemma Kelsall 
said the end result of 
speaking out against the 
Killarney Aquatic and 
Recreation Centre for not 
allowing her to feed her 
daughter in water has 
been worth the trouble. 

METRO CANADA 


abduction Two foreign 
workers for Aide Medicale 
Internationale were kid¬ 
napped at gunpoint in Su¬ 
dan’s Darfur region 
overnight, the French med¬ 
ical aid group said yester¬ 
day. 

Sudanese officials said 
unidentified men seized 
the two women — one 
Canadian, the other 
French — and two Su¬ 
danese guards from their 
compound in Ed el Fursan 
in South Darfur just before 


midnight Saturday. 

The two guards were lat¬ 
er released, the officials 
said. 

The second kidnapping 
of Western humanitarian 
workers in Darfur in less 
than a month has raised 
fears for the safety of for¬ 
eigners in Sudan’s violent 
west. 

Tensions are running 
particularly high in the 
war-torn region following 
the International Criminal 
Court’s issuing of an arrest 


warrant against Sudanese 
President Omar Hassan al- 
Bashir on charges of mas¬ 
terminding war crimes in 
Darfur. 

“Two staff have been tak¬ 
en. Both are women. One 
is Canadian and one 
French,” Ali Youssef 
Ahmed, head of protocol at 
Sudan’s Foreign Ministry, 
said. 

The state Sudanese Me¬ 
dia Centre reported the 
kidnappers had asked for a 
ransom. reuters 
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New Brunswick police probe infant death 

New Brunswick police are asking the public for help after the body of an infant boy was found Saturday in a snowbank 
in the Moncton area. The baby was discovered early Saturday evening, RCMP Cpl. Marie Beaudry said, cbc news online 


Saskatchewan good site for nuclear reactor: Report 


power Saskatchewan, home 
to much of the world’s ura¬ 
nium reserves, would be a 
good place to build West¬ 
ern Canada’s first nuclear 
reactor, according to a re¬ 
port released Friday by a 
government advisory pan¬ 
el. 

The panel told the 
Saskatchewan government 
that a 3,000 megawatt nu¬ 
clear power plant would 
meet the province’s needs 
and offer export opportu¬ 
nities. 


“We know there’s strong 
demand,” said Richard 
Florizone, who chaired the 
provincially appointed 
panel. 

The Saskatchewan gov¬ 
ernment is planning a se¬ 
ries of public meetings be¬ 
fore deciding the 
province’s next step in nu¬ 
clear development. 

Saskatchewan is the 
world’s largest producer of 
natural uranium, account¬ 
ing for more than one-fifth 
of global production. 


The builder 

• Bruce Power is looking 
for a site in central 
Saskatchewan to build a 
1,000-megawatt reactor, al¬ 
though it would need gov¬ 
ernment approvals and up¬ 
graded energy transmission 
lines. 

That’s one of the reasons 
Western Canada is a great 
place for a reactor, said Ar- 
mand Laferrere, a panel 


member and president of 
French mining giant Areva 
Canada. 

“Western Canada has a 
long-term trend of eco¬ 
nomic growth ... (and) it 
has a welcoming business 
atmosphere,” he said. 

The earliest that con¬ 
struction could begin on a 
Saskatchewan plant would 
be five years from now, 
said Ken Cheveldayoff, the 
government’s minister 
publicly owned corpora¬ 
tions. REUTERS 




OMIY 41 


NCE UPON A TIME, 


a very nice lady won a 1300cc, air-cooled, Yamaha, 

V-Star motorcycle. And all the children in the 

* 

land lived happily ever after. 


THE END 


Become part of the story when 
you purchase IWK Lottery tickets. 
You could win the Grand Prize 
luxury home or one of over 1,000 
other prizes totalling $1.76 million. 


Visit our Grand Prize 
Luxury Home. 



■ 26 Worthington Place 


Call 1-877-TWK-WINS to ordei 




r IWK 

J LOTTERY f 


(1-877-495-9467) 


_ 

TICKETS $100 EACH-3 FOR $250-5 FOR $375 iP* 


Visit iwklottery.com for details. 

Lottery License AGA-223119-08 



Jacqueline Vong enjoys her coffee after “paying it backward" at a 
Second Cup outlet in Toronto Saturday. 


Paying it 
backward 


ROBYN YOUNG 

for Metro Canada 


More than 6oo Torontoni¬ 
ans lined up at a Queen 
Street West coffee shop 
Saturday to buy a cup of 
joe for the person behind 
them, breaking the record 
of 490 people set in Seat¬ 
tle in 2007- 

Pay it Backward Day, or¬ 
ganized by Darius Basher, 
the founder of social net¬ 
working website Daily 
Challenge, was a resound¬ 
ing success with 602 people 
joining the line at last 
count and all proceeds do¬ 
nated to the SickKids Hospi¬ 
tal Foundation. 

Hot beverage lovers en¬ 
dured the blustery weather 
in a long line outside the 
Second Cup at Queen and 
John streets for a chance to 
pay it backward. 

“I feel totally humbled by 
the ability to work with 
such wonderful people in 
such an amazing city,” 
Basher said yesterday. 

This was not the first “do¬ 
ing good” idea for Basher 
and his Daily Challenge 



crew 

The 26-year-old launched 
dailychallenge.org about 
four months ago and the 
site has since inspired hun¬ 
dreds of people from Toron¬ 
to and around the world, to 
commit small acts of kind¬ 
ness on a daily basis. 

But Pay it Backward is the 
biggest challenge devel¬ 
oped by Basher and Daily 
Challenge members to 
date. 

“We wanted to show the 
world that when many peo¬ 
ple get together and do 
small, but fun acts of kind¬ 
ness, we can create substan¬ 
tial change,” said Basher. 

“I heard about Pay it 
Backward and thought it 
was a really unique concept 
and a really nice thing to 
do,” said Jacqueline Vong, 
sipping a coffee. 

“So I thought, after I get 
my groceries, I’m going to 
pay it back.” 

At last count before press 
time, Pay it Backward had 
raised more than $1,500 for 
the SickKids foundation. 


Volunteers prepare to assist 
families displaced by flood 


Manitoba As locals tireless¬ 
ly pack sandbags and gath¬ 
er supplies in Manitoba, 
Red Cross volunteers are 
preparing to act as a life¬ 
line between evacuees. 

The rising water level of 
the Red River threatens 
nearly 200 homes, with 
the potential to displace 
residents by mid-week. 

Praying for the best, 
though anticipating the 
worst, Edmonton chaplain 
Marj Pettinger prepared 
yesterday for a two-weelc 
mission to help out in the 


flood zone. 

“We are, all of us, body, 
soul, and spirit,” she said. 
“I think helping others in 
need is part of who we 
were created to be — no 
man is an island.” 

Pettinger will join nearly 
50 Red Cross volunteers 
who have descended upon 
Manitoba. 

“This is the time when 
people’s heart-strings are 
pulled and they want to 
get involved — we can al¬ 
ways use more hands,” she 

said. METRO CANADA 
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German supermarket has brush with toothpaste thief 

Police in northern Germany are searching for a man who tried to walk out of a supermarket with 68 tubes of toothpaste 
stuffed into his clothing. “We don't know if he had bad teeth,” a police spokeswoman in Rostock said on Friday. Reuters 


World 



Volcano blast intensifies 

Chile’s Llaima volcano, one of South America’s most 
active, belched ash six kilometres into the sky that was 
blown towards nearby Argentina, prompting more evacu¬ 
ations. Llaima began spitting lava in a fresh bout of activi¬ 
ty Friday night. It erupted fiercely on Jan. 1,2008, and has 
expelled rock and ash sporadically since then. reuters 



Spain Palm Sunday procession 


Penitents take part in the procession of the La Borriquita broth¬ 
erhood in Seville, Spain, yesterday. Hundreds of Easter proces¬ 
sions take place around the clock in Spain during Holy Week. 


News in brief 


ITALY An earthquake measuring 
6.3 on the Richter scale rocked 
central Italy last night, seriously 
damaging some houses, off¬ 
icials said. A number of people 
were reported to be injured and 
others trapped under rubble. 


AFGHANISTAN President 
Hamid Karzai has ordered a re¬ 
view of a new law for 
Afghanistan's Shi'ite minority 
after Western nations raised 
concerns over its impact on 
women's rights. reuters 


UN torn by N. 


Korea launch 

Russia, China urge caution 


North Korea fired a long- 
range rocket yesterday, 
provoking international 
outrage, but a divided UN 
Security Council failed at 
an emergency meeting to 
agree on a reaction to Py¬ 
ongyang’s defiant move. 

The reclusive commu¬ 
nist state, which has tested 
a nuclear device and is in 
stalled six-party talks on 
ending its nuclear pro¬ 
gram, said a satellite was 
launched and was orbiting 
the Earth transmitting rev- 


olutionaiy songs. 

The United States and 
South Korea said the Tae- 
podong-2 rocket failed to 
enter orbit. Analysts said 
the launch was effectively 
a test of a ballistic missile 
designed to cariy a war¬ 
head as far as Alaska. 

Western countries and 
Japan said the action vio¬ 
lated a 2006 Security Coun¬ 
cil resolution demanding 
that Pyongyang not launch 
any more ballistic missiles 
and that it suspend its mis- 


• Russia's Foreign Ministry 
called for “a balanced ap¬ 
proach and caution" yester¬ 
day while discussing North Ko¬ 
rea's launch of a long-range 
rocket at the UN Security 
Council. 

sile program. 

Diplomats said China 
and Russia had vowed to 
use their veto powers to 
block any resolution im- 


• China, the closest North Ko¬ 
rea has to a major ally, similar¬ 
ly urged diplomats not to 
overreact. Chinese Ambassa¬ 
dor Zhang Yesui said yesterday 
that any reaction must be 
"cautious and proportionate.” 

posing new sanctions on 
Pyongyang, and that both 
nations are unconvinced 
the launch violated UN 
rules. REUTERS 


Tamil rebels cornered: Sri Lanka 


3,000 more troops will 
turn tide on Taliban: U.S. 


Kabul The top U.S. militaiy 
officer said yesterday extra 
troops being sent to 
Afghanistan this year 
would start to turn the tide 
against the Taliban-led in¬ 
surgency. 

The chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admi¬ 
ral Mike Mullen, was visit¬ 
ing Kabul with U.S. special 
envoy Richard Holbrooke a 
day after NATO agreed to 
boost troop numbers be¬ 
fore Afghanistan’s presi¬ 
dential election in August. 

NATO leaders agreed at a 
summit on Saturday to de¬ 
ploy 3,000 more troops to 
boost security for the Aug. 
20 election, the key test of 
U.S. success in a mission 


Assignment 

• Most of the new troops 
will be sent to the south, 
which forms the heartland 
of Taliban support. 

that U.S. President Barack 
Obama has made a centre¬ 
piece of his foreign policy. 

The NATO reinforce¬ 
ments will be on top of 
17,000 extra U.S. troops 
due in the country by July 
and 4,000 American sol¬ 
diers due to arrive before 
September to train Afghan 
forces. They will join about 
70,000 international 
troops in Afghanistan. 

REUTERS 


Colombo Sri Lanka’s mili¬ 
tary said yesterday troops 
had confined the Tamil 
Tiger rebels to a no-fire 
zone, where the last act of 
the 25-year separatist war 
will play out with tens of 
thousands of civilians still 
trapped. 

Three separate units 
killed at least 420 rebels af¬ 
ter surrounding them in a 


France French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy yesterday 
defended the police han¬ 
dling of violent anti-NATO 
protests in Strasbourg in 
which buildings, including 
a seven-storey hotel, were 
smashed and set ablaze. 

The mayor of Strasbourg 


triangle-shaped single 
square kilometre during a 
three-day battle, the mili- 
taiy said. That means the 
remaining rebel-held area 
is less than 20 square kilo¬ 
metres on the island’s 
northeast coast where the 
UN has said the Tigers 
have kept more than 
100,000 civilians as human 
shields. reuters 


said the police appeared to 
have problems controlling 
the rioting, but Sarkozy 
said thousands of police 
deployed had done a “re¬ 
markable job” and he 
pledged to crack down on 
the “thugs” he blamed for 
the violence. reuters 


Sarkozy defends police over riot 
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Danish finance minister to become PM 

Danish Finance Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen has won the backing of the Liberal Party's coalition allies to 
become prime minister after Anders Fogh Rasmussen steps down on Sunday to be the new head of NATO. Reuters 
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U.S. accused of running spy base 

Russian TV says Central Asian surveillance centre targeting Russia, China 


“This station can eavesdrop the whole 
world — every fax, every emailed letter. 
Every call from a mobile or landline phone 
is being recorded and processed.” 

Russian documentary 


Russian state television 
accused the United States 
yesterday of spying on 
China and Russia after se¬ 
cretly turning its only re¬ 
maining air base in Cen¬ 
tral Asia into a state-of- 
the-art surveillance cen¬ 
tre. 

A U.S. defence official 
dismissed the allegations 
as ridiculous on Friday, 
when Rossiya television, 
widely seen as an official 
mouthpiece in Russia, re¬ 
leased a clip of the docu¬ 
mentary it aired yesterday 
about the Manas base. 

Kyrgyz and U.S. officials 


could not be reached for 
comment last night. 

Kyrgyzstan told Wash¬ 
ington in February to 
close the base near the 
capital Bishkek, used to 
send supplies to U.S. 
troops in Afghanistan, af¬ 
ter it secured a $2 billion 
US economic aid package 
from Russia. The Ameri¬ 
cans are due to leave in Au¬ 
gust. 

Airing the documentary, 
called Base, Rossiya 
showed a compound of 
two-storey windowless 
buildings, and said: “In one 
of the buildings ... there is 


a multi-channel, multi¬ 
functional system of radio- 
electronic surveillance. 

“This station can eaves¬ 
drop the whole world — 
every fax, every emailed 
letter. Every call from a 
mobile or landline phone 
is being recorded and 
processed. Billions of mes¬ 


sages are being intercept¬ 
ed.” 

It said: “At Manas, the 
U.S. built a station which 
controls entire Central 
Asia, parts of China and 
Siberia. For Americans, the 
existence of the intelli¬ 
gence complex at the base 
is more important than 


the runway. It was done in 
a treacherous way, without 
being endorsed by the Kyr¬ 
gyz authorities.” 

Airing the film just days 
after Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev’s first 
meeting with U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama is like¬ 
ly to raise speculation of 
tensions within Russia’s 
elite. 

The U.S. official, who 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity Friday, noted 
the TV report surfaced just 
as U.S. and Kyrgyz officials 
had resumed dialogue over 
the base’s future. reuters 


U.S. is ready to 
lead on climate, 
says Obama 


Prague The United States is 
ready to take a leading role 
in tackling climate change, 
President Barack Obama 
said yesterday, receiving a 
cautious welcome from Eu¬ 
ropean Union hosts at 
talks in the Czech capital, 
Prague. 

Obama made the com¬ 
mitment at an EU-U.S. 
summit intended to mend 
transatlantic ties stretched 
by the Bush administration 
and Iraq war, which trig¬ 
gered tensions between 
supporters such as Britain 
and critics including 
France and Germany. 

The U.S. president 
stepped up calls for Euro¬ 
pean governments to help 
him close the Guantanamo 
Bay prison, and reaffirmed 
U.S. backing for Turkey’s 
EU membership hopes — 
in remarks that won a cool 
response from France and 
Germany. 

But his European hosts 
were mostly interested in 
whether Washington 
would back European ef¬ 
forts to ensure UN talks in 


EU green plan 

• The 27-nation EU has 
committed to reducing car¬ 
bon gas emissions by 20 per 
cent by 2020, and is ready to 
go further if developing 
countries also make ambi¬ 
tious cuts. 


Copenhagen in December 
result in a global pact to re¬ 
place the Kyoto protocol 
with tough pledges to cut 
greenhouses gases. 

“Together, we must con¬ 
front climate change by 
ending the world’s depend¬ 
ence on fossil fuels, by tap¬ 
ping the power of new 
sources of energy like the 
wind and sun, and calling 
upon all nations to do their 
part,” Obama said. 

“I pledge to you that in 
this global effort, the Unit¬ 
ed States is now ready to 
lead,” he said to cheers 
from a crowd of tens of 
thousands gathered out¬ 
side Prague Castle. 

REUTERS 


Peaceful vote in Macedonia 


election Macedonians vot¬ 
ed peacefully yesterday, 
with only minor irregulari¬ 
ties, in a presidential elec¬ 
tion they hope will show 
they have matured enough 
to join the European Union 
and NATO. 

The international com¬ 
munity has warned the 
Balkan nation that a fail¬ 
ure to conduct elections up 
to international standards 
will seriously harm its 
chance of membership. 

“Overall the process 


seems to be working nor¬ 
mally,” said Erwan Fouere, 
the EU ambassador in the 
country. 

Macedonia declared in¬ 
dependence in 1992 and 
avoided the bloodshed of 
the 1990s when Bosnians, 
Serbs and Croatians fought 
elsewhere. It narrowly 
avoided war between eth¬ 
nic Albanians and Macedo¬ 
nians in 2001 but violence 
led to one death and in¬ 
juries in last year’s parlia¬ 
mentary voting. REUTERS 


Prague Protest over missile shield 



Demonstrators shout slogans during a protest rally in Prague yesterday against a plan to build a 
U.S. missile defence shield in the Czech Republic. Delivering a speech given new urgency by 
North Korea’s rocket launch hours earlier, U.S. President Barack Obama said the United States 
would go ahead with plans to build a missile defence shield in Europe as long as Iran posed a 
threat with its nuclear program. 


Somali pirates seize German ship 


Previous incidents 


shipping Somali pirates 
have seized a 20,000-tonne 
German container vessel in 
their latest attack on the In¬ 
dian Ocean’s busy commer¬ 
cial shipping lanes, a re¬ 
gional maritime group said 
yesterday. 

Heavily armed gangs 
from the lawless Horn of 
Africa nation hijacked 
dozens of vessels there and 
in the strategic Gulf of 
Aden last year, taking hun¬ 
dreds of sailors hostage and 
making off with millions of 
dollars in ransoms. 

Foreign navies rushed 
warships to the area in re¬ 
sponse, reducing the num¬ 
ber of successful attacks in 
recent months. But there 
are still near-daily attempts. 

Andrew Mwangura of the 
Mombasa-based East 
African Seafarers’ Assis¬ 
tance Program said the lat- 


• In January, Somali gunmen 
freed the Sirius Star — a Saudi 
supertanker loaded with $100 
million worth of crude oil — 
and its 25 crew after $3 mil¬ 
lion US was parachuted onto 
its deck. 

est hijacking happened on 
Saturday 740 kilometres off 
the southern Somali port of 
Kismayu, between the Sey¬ 
chelles and Kenya. 

“We believe the German 
ship has 24 crew on board. 
We’re trying to establish 
their identities and the 
name of the vessel,” Mwan¬ 
gura told Reuters. 

The German Foreign Min¬ 
istry said it was seeking 
“concrete evidence” that a 
German-flagged vessel had 
been captured. 


• Last September, they also 
grabbed world headlines by 
seizing a Ukrainian cargo ship 
carrying 33 Soviet-era T-72 
tanks. It was released in Febru¬ 
ary, reportedly for a $3.2 mil¬ 
lion US ransom. 

“The Federal Govern¬ 
ment is dealing with the 
case, and all the appropri¬ 
ate public authorities are 
participating intensively,” a 
spokeswoman said. 

Somali pirates seized two 
European-owned tankers 
late last month. Last week, 
the Seychelles military de¬ 
ployed security forces on its 
outer islands after the pi¬ 
rates hijacked a second ves¬ 
sel flying the Indian Ocean 
nation’s flag. 

REUTERS 


Students quiz 
space tourist 


ANDRAS KISS 

Metro World News 




Hungary When nine Hun¬ 
garian high school stu¬ 
dents made radio contact 
with space tourist Charles 
Simonyi at the Internation¬ 
al Space Station yesterday, 
he was happy to take their 
questions. 

Simonyi, a Hungarian- 
born billionaire software 
executive, is the only space 
tourist who has taken the 
journey twice. He told the 
students that being in 
space does not allow him 
time to read and that the 
most uncomfortable thing 
at the space station is the 
lack of opportunities to 
wash. 

One of the most interest¬ 
ing things about his trip, 
he said, was the sense of 
speed. 

Nine student were cho¬ 
sen from across Hungary. 
Each was allowed to ask 
one question. 

Simonyi is scheduled to 
return to Earth tomorrow. 


U.S. warns of 
Nigeria attack 

attacks The U.S. embassy 
in Nigeria warned yester¬ 
day of a possible attack 
against diplomatic 
missions in Lagos, the 
commercial capital of 
Africa’s biggest oil produc¬ 
er. 

In a message to U.S. citi¬ 
zens living in Nigeria, the 
embassy said it had 
received reports of a possi¬ 
ble strike against missions 
located close to the U.S. 
Consulate General in 
Lagos, situated in the 
exclusive Victoria Island 
neighbourhood. 

“U.S. Mission Nigeria has 
received reports about a 
possible attacks against 
diplomatic missions in La¬ 
gos located on Walter Car¬ 
rington Crescent,” the 
message said. 

It said the Nigerian 
police had increased their 
vigilance in the neighbour¬ 
hood and called on U.S. cit¬ 
izens to report any 
suspicious activity. 

Nigeria, the world’s 
eighth biggest exporter of 
crude oil which supplies 
the United States and Chi¬ 
na, has never been the vic¬ 
tim of a major terrorist at¬ 
tack. 

But militants in the 
southern Niger Delta, the 
heartland of its oil indus¬ 
try, have carried out regu¬ 
lar strikes against installa¬ 
tions belonging to oil 
giants including U.S. firms. 

The U.S. embassy 
message gave no details of 
the nature of the reports it 
had received. 

REUTERS 
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Reflection on life and car 




always convinces me the 
tickle in my throat is any¬ 
thing from Cholera to a 
resurgence of the Black 
Death, reading research on 
used cars left me feeling I 
have a better chance of sur¬ 
viving complete disaster by 
going tap dancing in a 
mine field. The used car 
sites say things like, “If you 
take time to have the vehi¬ 
cle thoroughly checked, 
top to bottom, by a li¬ 
censed mechanic, you’ll 
have nothing to worry 
about. Except, of course, 
for the problems that can’t 
be detected.” 

In the end, I’d say buying 
a used car is like any other 
risk. There are perils. Possi¬ 
bly hidden surprises. Defi¬ 
nitely no guarantees. But 
there’s a term for this kind 
of situation. Life. 

So, Liz and I will buy a 
used car. And take our 
shiny new hopes out for a 
spin. 


Anne Hines is an author and humour writer. 
She has written three novels and one 
collection of nonfiction humour. 


A Smart car seems like the 
answer. 

Our friends have con¬ 
cerns about Smart cars. 

“What if you’re barrelling 
down the highway and get 
hit head on by an 18-wheel¬ 
er?” My answer, “At that 
point, I don’t think what 
car I’m driving will be an 
issue.” 

Another complained, 
“With a car like that you’re 
totally trading practicality 
for trendiness.” This from a 
woman wearing suede 
boots. 

Someone else warned, 
“You won’t be able to drive 
a whole pack of kids 
around.” Darn. 

As with most large pur¬ 
chases, I’m convinced 
the key to buying a 
used car is re¬ 
search. Tiy 
to do as 
little as 
possible. 
Just 
as 

read¬ 
ing the 
Internet 


M y partner, Liz, 
and I are 
about to en¬ 
ter into one 
of the riski¬ 


est, most unnerving ven¬ 
tures any adult can face. 
Not marriage, that was a 
piece of cake. What we 
plan to do is 
I’m hesitant 
share this, be 
cause I know 
some readers 
will have 

very strong 
reactions and 
I’ll get a raft 
of emails 
asking, 

“Are you 
insane?” 

Again. 

Well, call 


me crazy, but we’re going 
to ... buy a used car. 

I know, I know. Buying a 
used car is like hitting on a 
complete stranger. You 
don’t know what you 
might be picking up. 

But after weighing the 
options, Liz and I decided 
buying a used car is the 
way to go. We just can’t 
manage the alternative. 
Which would be “walking.” 

We’re buying a pre¬ 
owned Smart car. Liz and I 
can both take public 
transit to work, so we fig¬ 
ure we really only need 
half a 



Put your fear aside and take a risk 


UrbanScra' 


Christina 


Biluk 




metronews.ca/urbanscrawl 


If you were young again, 
just starting out in life, 
would you change your ac¬ 
tions? Would you do things 
differently? 

I’ve heard people say 
they’d change their career, 
finish school, reconsider 
having/not having children, 
live some place new, save 
money, travel more and so 
on. The list is endless, how¬ 
ever, commonalities run 
through it; people would 
take a risk they haven’t tak¬ 
en already. 

Is there something you 
want to do, but haven’t 


started yet? Every day is a 
new beginning, bringing 
with it a world of possibili¬ 
ties. It’s time to put your 
fears aside, and focus on do¬ 
ing that thing you’ve always 
wanted to, the thing you 
wish you would have done 
earlier in life. 

What about “This is a great 


account the present and fu¬ 
ture needs of Haligonians, 
providing guidelines every¬ 
one from developers to 
councillors can use as a blue¬ 
print to grow. 

If we approve this direc¬ 
tion, and take this risk, the 
amount of 
effort spent 


as a city, is "7 in develop- 

thereariskwe Opportunity for HRM m ent legal 


should have 
taken long ago 
that we can 
take now. Are 
we holding 
ourselves back 
because we 


to put aside its fears 
and concerns of 
change, and take a 
risk to do something 
differently.” 


think it’s too late to make a 
change? For instance, the 
upcoming vote by council 
on HRMbyDesign. 

HRMbyDesign is a study of 
HRM that establishes a clear 
and compelling vision for 
development over the next 
25 years. The plan takes into 


appeals 
could be 
redirected in¬ 
to making 
Halifax an 
increasingly 
dynamic city. 
One that provides people 
opportunities to live near 
where they work, reduce 
traffic congestion, and yet 
continues to preserve and 
protect heritage and conser¬ 
vation districts. 

This is a great opportunity 
for HRM to put aside its 


fears and concerns of 
change, and take a risk to do 
something differently. 

The hardest part in mov¬ 
ing forward with something 
new is to find your focus. To 
be able to block out the 
naysayers and the obstacles 
that get in your way. 

Just like anything in life, 
our intentions and goals are 
largely mind over matter, its 
focusing energy on what we 
want most. If there is a will, 
there is a way. 

Spring makes us think 
about new beginnings, so 
use this as the springboard 
for taking your own risk. 
Make 2009 your year to start 
something you’ve always 
only wished you could have 
done earlier. 


Christina Biluk is Director of Engagement 
for FUSION Halifax. Visit FUSIONHalifax.ca 
to find out how to get involved in shaping 
our city; theurbanscrawl@gmail.com. 
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Worth mentioning 


One Antarctic ice shelf has 
disappeared, scientists say 


environment One Antarc¬ 
tic ice shelf has quickly 
vanished, another is disap¬ 
pearing and glaciers are 
melting faster than anyone 
thought due to climate 
change, U.S. and British 
government researchers re¬ 
ported Friday. 

They said the Wordie Ice 
Shelf, which had been dis¬ 
integrating since the 
1960s, is gone and the 
northern part of the Larsen 
Ice Shelf no longer exists. 
More than 8,300 square 
kilometres have broken off 
from the Larsen shelf since 
1986. Climate change is to 
blame, according to the re¬ 
port from the U.S. Geologi¬ 
cal Survey and the British 
Antarctic Survey. 

“The rapid retreat of gla¬ 
ciers there demonstrates 
once again the profound ef¬ 
fects our planet is already 
experiencing — more rap¬ 
idly than previ¬ 
ously 


l 


known — as a consequence 
of climate change,” U.S. In¬ 
terior Secretary Ken 
Salazar said. 

“This continued and of¬ 
ten significant glacier re¬ 
treat is a walceup call that 
change is happening ... 
and we need to be pre¬ 
pared,” USGS glaciologist 
Jane Ferrigno, who led the 
Antarctica study. 

“Antarctica is of special 
interest because it holds an 
estimated 91 per cent of the 
Earth’s glacier volume, and 
change anywhere in the ice 
sheet poses significant haz¬ 
ards to society,” she said. 

In another report pub¬ 
lished in the journal Geo¬ 
physical Letters, the Na¬ 
tional Oceanic and Atmos¬ 
pheric Administration re¬ 
ports ice is melting more 
rapidly than expected in 
the Arctic as well, based on 
new computer analyses 
and recent ice measure¬ 
ments. 


REUTERS 
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Green option for spring cleaning 

With spring here, it's time to clean your winter-soiled windows. Try doing the chore in a greener way with a 
cup of white vinegar, a cup of water and, as an option, a half-teaspoon of dish soap, torstar news service 
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Going Green 


Rona’s eco-friendly line 

Rona has introduced 40 new products to its Rona Eco line. 
These products are more eco-friendly than similar convention¬ 
al products over their entire life cycle. The new Rona Eco items 
include — among others — a manual lawn mower, an algae- 
based fertilizer, a rainwater collector, reconditioned tool 
blades, and mouldings. metro news services 


EDITOR: Ml KE.DEREZYCKY^) METRO NEWS.CA 



Future 

Friendly 


Your new green home 


Well-planned house costs less and value may increase 


If you have plans to build a 
new house soon, this is 
the time to start things off 
right. 

An environmentally 
thoughtful, high-perfor¬ 
mance home is one that in¬ 
corporates a green combi¬ 
nation of technology, con¬ 
struction, design and main¬ 
tenance elements — all of 
which will provide a health¬ 
ier indoor life for its resi¬ 
dents, and will significantly 
lower its impact on the 
planet’s environment. 

Indeed, a well-planned 
green home costs less to op¬ 
erate immediately and its 
value increases steadily over 
time. A green home is con¬ 
structed with concrete, not 
wood, has energy-efficient 
lighting, heating, cooling 
and water-heating systems. 

Here’s a handy checklist 
as you begin: 

The site: Build where you 
can beautify or replace un¬ 
sightly properties like a fac¬ 
tory, a parking lot, rail yard 
or shopping mall. Don’t 
build on environmentally 
sensitive sites like wetlands, 
forests or farmland. 

Location: Build with 
walking or cycling in mind, 


Demand expected to double 


• Canadians continue to ask 
for high-performance, sustain¬ 
able components in their new¬ 
ly built homes. Within the 
next three years, builders are 
predicting demand for green 
components will double. This 

near public transportation, 
schools and shops. 

Materials: Start with con¬ 
crete. An award-winning 
system by the all-Canadian 
company Nudura builds 
walls with pre-assembled, 
Lego-lilce blocks of concrete. 
This cuts construction time 
significantly, creates less 
waste material, and virtual¬ 
ly eliminates mould, 
mildew and other emissions 
produced by buildings 
structured with wood. 
Homeowners save money 
with durability and energy 
efficiency — and the result¬ 
ing structure (www.nudura. 
com) is reported to be up to 
nine times stronger, with 
far more fire protection, far 
more sound insulation, and 
with a potential to reduce 
energy costs of up to 70 per 
cent. Other green materials 


represents a 12 to 20 per cent 
market share, and an industry 
worth $40 billion to $70 bil¬ 
lion. Concrete walls, for exam¬ 
ple, are replacing the old 
wood frame method with 
countless benefits. 

should include low- and ze- 
ro-VOC (volatile organic 
compound) paints and 
sealants. Any wood-based 
features should come from 
rapidly renewable sources, 
like bamboo. The best green 
homes use salvaged materi¬ 
als like kitchen tiles with 
significant recycled content. 
Ask for a roof that is light- 
coloured and heat-reflect¬ 
ing. 

Design: Think about the 
site’s natural attributes and 
shape your new home ac¬ 
cordingly. Reduce lighting 
and energy requirements 
by taking advantage of nat¬ 
ural breezes and daylight, 
perhaps with skylights or 
with larger windows on cer¬ 
tain walls. Aim for natural 
daylight to reach at least 75 
per cent of the home’s inte¬ 
rior. Outside, design your 


SMALL STEPS 
HELP ME MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE. 

When you choose Future Friendly products, you get to enjoy the product performance you love. 
That’s because each Future Friendly product is designed to help you use less energy, have less 
packaging or create less waste - all without sacrificing performance. It’s part of a belief that, 
together, we can take small steps that can help make a difference. 

Cascade® ActionPacs Tide® Coldwater 

Sparkling clean dishes. Energy-saving cycle. Specifically formulated to clean in cold water. 
DISCOVER WHAT OTHER STEPS YOU CAN TAKE AT: futurefriendlybrands.ca 


landscape with lots of large 
canopy trees and flower¬ 
ing plants to attract the 
reproduction activity of 
birds and bees. 

Windows and 
doors: Dual-glaze 

windows reduce 
heat gain in sum¬ 
mer and heat loss 
during the winter. 

The best quality is 
government rat¬ 
ed. 

Renewable en¬ 
ergy: Ask for the 
latest technology 
to generate some 
of your own 
household ener¬ 
gy- 

Water efficien¬ 
cy: Design with a 
water-conserving 
irrigation system. 

Collect and 
store 
rainwa¬ 
ter. Add 
the lat¬ 
est in 
water-ef¬ 
ficient 
fixtures. 
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m U.S. seeks info on Ticketmaster, reseller 

Ticketmaster has been subpoenaed or received other requests for information about its relationship with its reseller TicketsNow from the U.S. Justice 
Department, the Federal Trade Commission and the New Jersey Attorney General's office, the company said in an email obtained by an industry blog, reuters 

Business 

© 

Canuuest 

Canwest faces another deadline 

Canwest Global Communications Corp. is heading toward another 
deadline tomorrow to restructure a debt agreement with its bankers, but 
time could be running out for the broadcaster and newspaper publisher as 
it tries to solve its financial woes, having already been given an extension 
by lenders. cbc news online 


EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZA^)METRONEWS.CA 

Air Canada CEO has work cut out for him 


Newly appointed chief faces high costs as customer demand for travel keeps falling 


“Calin (Rovinescu) coming in is the board 
saying we need dramatic change because 
we’re losing way too much money.” 

Prof. Karl Moore, McGill University 


Air Canada’s new CEO, 
lawyer-come-investment 
banker Calin Rovinescu, is 
expected to focus on slash¬ 
ing costs in the midst of 
the current recession, but 
his task won’t be easy. 

While he played a key 
role during Air Canada’s 
reorganization under 
bankruptcy protection in 
2003 and 2004, he is taking 
the controls at a time 
when demand for air trav¬ 
el is falling and Air Cana¬ 
da’s cash obligations are 


on the rise because of debt 
repayments, bad bets on 
fuel hedges and signifi¬ 
cantly heightened pension 
obligations. 

Air Canada posted a loss 
of more than $1 billion last 
year. 

“Calin coming in is the 
board saying we need dra¬ 
matic change because 
we’re losing way too much 
money,” said Karl Moore, a 
business professor at 
McGill University. 

But the challenge this 


time around is that there 
are few obvious places to 
make deep cuts. As well, 
most of the airline’s side 
businesses, including Aero- 
plan and regional carrier 
Jazz, have already been 
spun off. 

A key issue to be ad¬ 


dressed is the airline’s bal¬ 
looning pension obliga¬ 
tions, which would require 
changes to federal funding 
rules. Air Canada now esti¬ 
mates deficits in its various 
employee pension plans 
totalling $3.2 billion. Ben 
Cherniavsky, an analyst at 


Raymond James, estimated 
in a recent report that Air 
Canada will need approxi¬ 
mately $475 million over 
the next year just to fund 
the deficit. 

Another federal policy 
change that could bolster 
Air Canada’s prospects 
would be raising the limit 
on foreign investments in 
Canadian airlines to 49 per 
cent from 25 per cent cur¬ 
rently — something Trans¬ 
port Minister John Baird 
has committed to achiev¬ 


ing alongside a new “Open 
Skies” pact signed with the 
European Union. 

That could open the 
door to a strategic invest¬ 
ment from the likes of Ger¬ 
many’s Lufthansa AG. 

On the operations side, 
some analysts are expect¬ 
ing an overhaul of Air 
Canada’s network to re¬ 
move unprofitable flying 
and increase the focus on 
the most lucrative domes¬ 
tic and international 

routes. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


The DAILY 

BUSINESS BUZZ 

Lobster Carnival on TV: 

The Food Network’s 
Glutton for Punishment 
will highlight the Pictou 
Lobster Carnival on the 
episode airing April 13 at 
9:30 p.m. The Lobster 
Carnival committee will 
present the show at the 
Pictou Fire Hall. 


Get the full stories delivered to 
your inbox every morning. 
Sign up today for the 

DAILY BUSINESS BUZZ 

nsbj.ca 



Harris . 


POURING 

CONCRETE? 

We have the reinforcing 
steel and wire mesh 
for your project. 

Retail sales welcome. 


(p) 468-2526 




People watch sports cars at a Super Car Show in Mumbai, India, yesterday. More than 40 luxury and sports cars were showcased in 
the one-day show and entourage. 


Estimated U.S. taxpayer cost for bailout increases to $356B 


economy U.S. congression¬ 
al budget analysts have 
raised their estimate of the 
net cost to taxpayers for 
the government’s financial 
rescue program to $356 bil¬ 
lion US, an increase of 


$167 billion from earlier 
estimates. 

The Congressional Budg¬ 
et Office had originally 
projected the $700 billion 
Troubled Asset Relief Pro¬ 
gram would cost taxpayers 


$189 billion. 

The additional cost, 
which applies to TARP 
spending for fiscal years 
2009 and 2010, was includ¬ 
ed in the CBO’s March pro¬ 
jection of a $ 1.8-trillion 


deficit for fiscal 2009. 

The TARP cost projection 
was raised due to changes 
in financial market condi¬ 
tions, new transactions 
and a shift in expected tim¬ 
ing of payments. reuters 


Consumer 
staples past 
their prime? 

investing Canadian 
consumer staple stocks 
have been a good bet in 
bad times, with the steady 
profits of grocers and 
drugstores offering 
comfort to investors, but 
savvy shareholders may 
soon start turning to more 
cyclical plays. 

Beaten-up retailers, par¬ 
ticularly in the home im¬ 
provement sector, are 
tipped to outperform as 
the economy begins to re¬ 
cover from the worst 
financial crisis since the 
Great Depression. 

The key, analysts said, is 
keeping a close eye on for¬ 
ward-looking economic in¬ 
dicators, especially those 
tied to employment and 
confidence, that will her¬ 
ald a revival of consumer 
discretionary plays. 

Brian Yarbrough, a retail 
analyst at Edward Jones, 
said “less worse news” on 
the economy would be 
good news for consumer 
discretionary 
heavyweights like Rona 
Inc. and Canadian Tire 
Corp., which he said 
would benefit “first and 
the most” from a recoveiy. 

REUTERS 




Maritime Morning with Andrew Krystal. 
Weekdays from 9am-noon. 
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Correction 

East Preston's Justine Colley has not yet made Canada's roster for this summer's FIBA world under-19 women's basketball championship in Bangkok. 
Incorrect information appeared in the April 2 edition of Metro Halifax, metro news services 


IB 



Patrick upset after crash 


Danica Patrick’s IndyCar season got off to a tough start after she crashed out 
early in the season-opening Honda Grand Prix yesterday in Florida. She was 
running ninth in the 22-car field yesterday when Raphael Matos tried to pass as 
the two went into a tight turns on the temporary street course. As the uninjured 
drivers walked away, Patrick patted Matos on the helmet as if to say, “Use your 
head.” metro news services 


EDITOR: JOHN.CHICKfftMETRONEWS.CA 


Detroit revels in 
Spartans’ success 

ncaa Detroit put aside its 
dread over a crippled auto 
industry on Saturday, 
savouring a day in the sun 
and the national spotlight 
as the NCAA basketball 
tournament delivered a 
moment of relief for the 
Motor City. Michigan State 
upset top-ranked 
Connecticut 82-73, setting 
the stage for a showdown 
with North Carolina 
tonight for the U.S. college 
championship (9 p.m., The 
Score). A raucous Final 
Four record crowd of 
72,456 filled eveiy corner 
of Ford Field, but not 
before spending a sunny 
spring day soaking up 
some of the party atmos¬ 
phere. But the emotional 
lift from the Spartans may 
have the biggest impact 
on beaten-down Detroit. 
“We are the blue-collar 
team and this is a blue-col¬ 
lar city,” said Spartans 
coach Tom Izzo. “We’re 
not done yet.” reuters 


Canada goes to 
3-0 at worlds 

curling Kevin Martin’s 
rink crushed two 
opponents to earn a share 
of first place along at the 
Ford world men's curling 
championship yesterday 
in Moncton. Martin 
dismantled Thomas 
Dufour of France 7-2 in the 
afternoon draw and then 
dropped Fengchun Wang 
of China 9-4 in the 
evening to run his record 
to 3-0. Martin broke open 
his showdown with Wang 
with three points in the 
third end and another 
three in the fifth end. 

Canada is tied with 
Thomas Ulsrud of Norway, 
who beat the Czech 
Republic in yesterday’s af¬ 
ternoon draw. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Sports in brief 


NBA Jason Kidd had a 
milestone game, scoring 19 
points and dishing a season- 
high 20 assists as the Mavericks 
crushed the Phoenix Suns 140- 
116 yesterday in Dallas. Kidd 
passed Magic Johnson for third 
place on the all-time NBA 
assists list, giving him 10,142 
for his career. 

RUNNING Capt. Mehmet Danis, 
a Canadian Forces dentist, won 
the Atacama Crossing race this 
weekend in Chile, beating out 
former Olympians from 25 
countries, metro news services 


Sid fights in Pens loss 



Detroit fans celebrate the Red Wings’ victory over the 
Minnesota Wild yesterday. The win earned the Wings their 
50th win, making this the fourth straight season Detroit has 
won 50 or more games. 


NHL RECAP 

Panthers 4, Penguins 2 


Sidney Crosby’s fight in 
the first period — 
against Keith Ballard 
after the defenceman’s 
big hit on Evgeni Malkin 
— may have been the 
spark the Panthers need¬ 
ed to beat Pittsburgh 4-2 
last night. 

Biyan McCabe and Ros¬ 
tislav Olesz each had a goal 
and an assist to lead the 
Panthers to the two-goal 
victory, handing the Pen¬ 
guins only their second 
regulation loss in 18 
games. 

Ballard said he expected 
a fight after the hit, 
though he thought it was 
clean. Crosby received a 
minor penalty for un¬ 
sportsmanlike conduct 
and a major for fighting. 

It was his second fight 
with a Florida player this 
season; he got into a scrap 
with Brett McLean during a 
Jan. 3 game against the 
Panthers. 

Florida, vying for its first 
playoff berth in nine years, 
has 89 points with three 
games remaining. The 
New York Rangers current¬ 
ly hold the edge for the 
eighth and final playoff 


spot in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence over Florida because 
they have one more victo¬ 
ry- 

REDWINGS 3, WILD 2 

Marian Hossa scored in 
the final minute of the 
third period to lift the De¬ 
troit Red Wings to a 3-2 
victoiy over the Minnesota 
Wild at Joe Louis Arena. 

Hossa also picked up an 
assist for the Red Wings, 
who halted a three-game 
losing streak and earned 
their 50th victoiy of the 
season. Detroit reached the 


50-win mark for the fourth 
straight campaign. 

Jiri Hudler and Pavel Dat- 
syulc also scored in the vic¬ 
tory, while Chris Osgood 
made 21 saves. Tomas 
Holmstrom finished with a 
pair of assists for the 
Wings, who put a serious 
dent into Minnesota’s play¬ 
off hopes. 

The Wild trail St. Louis 
and Nashville by three 
points in the race for the 
eighth and final playoff 
spot in the Western Con¬ 
ference. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Raptors eliminated from playoff chase 


NBA RESULT 

Knicks 112, Raptors 103 


David Lee earned his 
NBA-leading 6lst 
double-double with 16 
points and 10 rebounds 
as the New York Knicks 
halted a nine-game skid 
in Toronto with a 112- 
103 victory over the Rap¬ 
tors at the Air Canada 
Centre in the back end of 
a home-and-home set. 

The last time New York 
notched a win in Toronto 
was on March 5, 2004. 

A1 Harrington tallied his 
ninth double-double with 
12 points and 10 boards 
for the Knicks. 

Wilson Chandler and 
Quentin Richardson 
scored 17 and 16, respec¬ 
tively. 

Nate Robinson ended 
with 13 points and seven 
assists. 

Chris Bosh got his 39th 
double-double with 31 


points and 14 boards for 
the Raptors, who were 
eliminated from playoff 
contention as a result of 
the loss. 

Shawn Marion scored 


13 and Jose Calderon 12 
with six helpers for 
Toronto, which saw its 
season-high six-game win¬ 
ning streak halted. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



The Raptors’ Pops Mensah-Bonsu has the ball knocked away 
by the Knicks’ David Lee last night in Toronto. 


Halladay brushes 
aside rumour mill 


mlb The Toronto Blue Jays 
begin their 33rd season 
tonight at the Rogers Cen¬ 
tre, with starting ace Roy 
Halladay making his sev¬ 
enth straight opening day 
start. 

Despite the fact the Jays 
head into this season with 
the smallest amount of fan 
optimism since he arrived, 
Halladay is not ready to ask 
for a trade should the team 
get off to a slow first-half. 

“I’m still under contract 
for two years and unless 
you force something, create 
a big stir, it’s not even an 
option for me,” Halladay 
said. “I feel like I’m still hap¬ 
py here. I feel like I have a 


Halladay anywhere 
else.” 

The 32-year-old right-han¬ 
der believes that this pitch¬ 
ing staff will be better once 
the youngsters get their feet 
on the ground. 

“I don’t think there’s a 
question of what kind of tal¬ 
ent we have, but there’s a 
question of consistency,” 
Halladay said. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



MLB Play ball 


The defending world champion Phillies are greeted by fans on 
the field prior to Major League Baseball’s season opener 
between Philadelphia and the Atlanta Braves last night. 

The Braves ruined the festivities, however, winning 4-1. 


SCOREBOARD 


QMJHL 


PLAYOFFS 
SERIES I 

DRUMMONDVILLE LEADS 2-0 
SATURDAY’S RESULT 
Drummondville 4 Montreal 3 (0T) 
TOMORROW’S CAME 
Drummondville at Montreal 
SERIES J 
SERIES TIED 1-1 
SATURDAY’S RESULT 
Moncton 3 Rimouski 0 

TOMORROW’S GAME 
Moncton at Rimouski 
SERIES K 

CAPE BRETON LEADS 2-0 
YESTERDAY’S RESULT 

Cape Breton 5 Quebec 3 
TOMORROW’S CAME 
Quebec at Cape Breton 


SERIES L 
SERIES TIED 1-1 
SATURDAY’S RESULT 

Gatineau 5 Shawinigan 3 
TOMORROW'S GAME 
Gatineau at Shawinigan 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 

Chicago l Columbus 0 (0T) 
Florida 4 Pittsburgh 2 
Detroit 3 Minnesota 2 
San Jose 3 Anaheim 2 
Washington 6 Atlanta 4 
Colorado at Vancouver 

TONIGHT'S GAMES 
Ottawa at Montreal 
Detroit at Buffalo 
Los Angeles at Calgary 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


New York 112 Toronto 103 
Cleveland 101 San Antonio 8l 
Dallas 140 Phoenix 116 
Denver 110 Minnesota 87 
Detroit 104 Charlotte 97 
Houston 102 Portland 88 
Indiana 117 Oklahoma City 99 
New Jersey 96 Philadelphia 67 
Utah 108 New Orleans 94 
Golden State at Sacramento 
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers 
TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Washington 
Utah at Denver 


NCAA 


TONIGHT'S GAME 
NCAA DIVISION I MEN’S 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

Michigan State vs. North Carolina 


For more sports 

vLUJ 

coverage visit: metronews.ca 
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Metro Workology exclusive: Paws and Claws 

In the coming weeks Metro's Workology section will be setting its sights on all the jobs that involve our furry friends. 

So be sure to read Workology and metronews.ca/work for our pet industry feature series every Monday. 



Just a Buck, Change Their Luck 


PetSmart Charities of Canada is kicking off its spring campaign, 
Just a Buck, Change Their Luck, to help homeless pets by 
fundraising for local animal welfare agencies. From May 6-26, 
100 per cent of the sales of assorted items featuring the design 
to the left — by Toronto-based Ron Berg — will go to PetSmart 
Charities. See Petsmartcharities.ca for more, metro news services 


EDITOR: DOUGLAS.DUNLOP^)METRONEWS.CA 


Eye for the blind, heart of gold 






Are you controlling your 
professional destiny? 
Consider CGA. 

• flexible course schedule • work towards your MBA 

* for business students & professionals • apply today! 


Certified General Accountants 
Association of Nova Scotia 


425-4923 www.cga-online.on 




Guide dog Maestro helps his owner and best friend Lawrence 
Euteneier, a public service worker, down a flight of stairs. 


HIGHER SKILLS. 
HIGHER PAY. 
HIGHER LIFE. 


The Best Halifax has to Offer 


Paws and 

Claws 


RAFAEL BRUSILOW 

for Metro Canada 


When human eyes can’t 
see, it’s up to man’s best 
friend to lead the way. 

A gorgeous and furiy 
Bernese mountain dog, 
Maestro is a trained guide 
dog who bears a heavier 
burden than most reg¬ 
ular dogs — he’s re¬ 
sponsible for the 
day-to-day safety of 
his owner. 

Public servant 
Lawrence Eu¬ 
teneier, 45, is Mae¬ 
stro’s blind own¬ 
er and says 
Maestro is¬ 
n’t just 
a 


guide dog, he’s a shoulder 
to lean on and by all defini¬ 
tions a true best friend. 

“He’s a great dog and an 
even better friend. When I 
get nervous he has to be 
calm for me. He counters 
my nervous energy with 
his strength,” Euteneier 
said. 

Among his many talents, 
Maestro can find a hotel 
room by sense of smell 
alone after he’s visited it 
once and can pick up emo¬ 
tional signals too subtle for 
most humans to no¬ 
tice. 

“He knows 
I’m feeling a 
certain way 
before I 
know I feel that 
way. I’ll know 
I’m stressed out 
by his reaction to 
me,” Eu¬ 
teneier 
said. 


SyfjgLL “He’s a great dog and an even 

jr* ^ better friend. When I get 
M nervous he has to be calm for 
fgw HBi me. He counters my nervous en- 
J ' ergy with his strength.” 

Lawrence Euteneier on Maestro (pictured) 


c 


Dogs like Maestro have 
enabled Euteneier to live a 
life as full of excitement 
and adventure as any regu¬ 
larly sighted person, in¬ 
cluding numerous travels 
around the world and a ca¬ 
reer in public service spent 
breaking down barriers for 
people with disabilities. 

Maestro makes Eu- 
teneier’s active life possible 
by letting him walk the 
streets and navigate indoor 
spaces easily and safely. 

It’s all in the training 
and the harness, which 
Maestro uses to signal 
when Euteneier should 
stop, step back or go for¬ 
ward. If needed, he’ll use 
his own body weight to 
push Euteneier out of the 
way of impending hazards 
like moving cars or cy¬ 
clists. He’ll also stretch 
his neck out to sig¬ 
nal when Eu¬ 
teneier needs to 
grab something 
like a door 
handle or a 
handrail. 

?stro 
to 

tua- 
tions 
and 


react to them even more 
quickly than a human be¬ 
ing does so that he can sig¬ 
nal Euteneier in time. It’s a 
huge responsibility for any¬ 
one, especially a dog, to 
bear and this is what 
makes Maestro so special. 

The MIRA Foundation, lo¬ 
cated near Montreal, trains 
dogs like Maestro free of 
charge for disabled individ¬ 
uals who need them. The 
organization’s founder and 
CEO Eric St-Pierre says 
training Maestro took 
about 20 months and the 
bubbly Bernese was one of 
only 67 dogs in his year out 
of 300 puppies that had the 
skill and personality to be¬ 
come a guide dog for the 
blind. Training is challeng¬ 
ing and time-consuming 
and in the end, only dogs 
as smart, friendly and per¬ 
ceptive as Maestro can 
make the cut. 

For Euteneier, Maestro is 
much more than just an¬ 
other pet. 

“I take care of him and 
he takes care of me,” he 
said. 


For more of the Paws 
and Claws exclusive 
series check Workology 
frequently or stop by: 

metronews.ca/work 


Metro News and Kool 96.5 want YOU to 
weigh in on the city's coolest places to eat, 
party, shop - you name it! 

Go to metronews.ca or kool965fm.ca to register 
your choice for this month's category: 

Metro’s Koolest Shoe Shop! 

One lucky player will win a prize pack valued at over $100! 


metr 
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Attention job seekers 

Rogers Wireless and Workopolis have announced an agreement in which Rogers Wireless and Fido customers can browse 
Workopolis job postings for free from their wireless device's WAP deck until May 31. metro news services 


workoiogyis 


Comedic career swing 



Martin Baker a is joke writer with about 3,000 jokes in his cache. 


Diane 

Peters ( W 

Metronews.ca/oddjobs 


t was a cartoon in a 
transit paper — not 
this one — years ago. 
A mummy was talking 
to the ticket-taker at 
the Toronto subway’s Mu¬ 
seum station, the one 
near the Royal Ontario 
Museum. 

“One senior, please,” 
the caption said. 

That’s one of Martin 
Baker’s one-liners. He’s 
been mostly making a liv¬ 
ing off this humour, 
which leans towards 
puns, for the last 20 years. 

As a child, he loved 
making jokes and playing 
with words. It didn’t seem 
relevant for a career. He 
eventually found work in 
libraries. But two decades 
ago Baker thought it was 
time to figure out what he 
really wanted to do. He 
picked up the book 
Wishcraft by Barbara 
Sher. It helped him better 


The Lowdown 


Job title: Joke writer 
Salary: Sometimes enough to 
get by. 

Education/training: Doing 
stand up and reading books 
on comedy: “I learned 
through the school of hard 
yuks.” 

Best Part of the Job: "Express¬ 
ing a part of who I am. 
Humour is essential to my 
well-being and to my sense 
of having fun." 

Worst Part of the Job: “The 
isolation. That's why I get out 
and do volunteer work.” 


analyze what he was real¬ 
ly passionate about. 

And that was humour. 

Baker started writing 
jokes in his spare time, 
and started selling his 
work. He read some books 
on comedy, did stand-up 
and had a successful The- 
atresports team, Stairway 
to 7-Eleven. 

He was able to eventual¬ 
ly quit his library job, but 
has taken up work on and 
off over the years to sup¬ 
plement the writing. 

Mostly, Baker, now 48, 
helps out syndicated car¬ 
toonists when they’re 
overly busy or need ideas. 
He gets connected 
through the syndicate 
service, by digging up 
their email addresses or 
through contacts. He once 
wrote for a cartoon five 
days a week. Now, the 


work varies from once a 
week to occasionally. 

Contributing mainly to 
one-panel cartoons, not 
those with regular charac¬ 
ters, he morphs his style 
to suit the comic. “If 
you’re adaptable, it’s easi¬ 
er to get hired.” 

He’s also written slo¬ 
gans for corporate and 
non-profit clients (one en¬ 
vironmental group: 

“Things are looking up for 
solar power”), and has 
written clever lines for 
newspaper and magazines 
too. 

On the average day, 
Baker spends the morning 
emailing and calling po¬ 
tential writing contacts 
and updating his blog. A 
few afternoons a week he 
goes out and volunteers. 

In the evening, he pulls 
out a notebook, diction¬ 


ary and thesaurus and 
writes. He likes to play off 
everyday phrases and 
cliches. He has about 
3,000 jokes and ideas in 
his collection of note¬ 
books. 

He’s always trying to 
find new clients to write 
for (he’d love to break in¬ 
to greeting cards, but 
that’s tough). And he’d 
love to find a system for 
transferring all his mate¬ 
rial onto computer so it’s 
easier to find. 

As for actually drawing 
some of those cartoons he 
helps out with? No way, 
he’s a writer. 

“If I could draw I’d prob¬ 
ably be a millionaire by 
now.” 


Diane Peters once hawked magic pens at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. She’s now a 
writer and part-time journalism instructor. 


Workers tune out stress with music 


For optometrist Howard 
Levy, nothing eases the 
tension of daily eye exams 
and mounting paperwork 
like strapping on a guitar 
and jamming with fellow 
eye-care professionals in a 
rock band dubbed OffAxis. 

Levy, 56, who lives and 
works in California, said 
the recession has only esca¬ 
lated the headaches of his 
job — last-minute patient 
cancellations, bounced 
checks and insurance ag¬ 
gravation. 

“But the music is totally 
a stress buster,” he said. 
“It’s the passion of our 
souls to play music, create 
music, bond with all these 
people and take our mind 
off our daily routines.” 


He is among a growing 
number of individuals in 
the work force, many 
stressed out by tough eco¬ 
nomic times, who are in¬ 
dulging their inner musi¬ 
cian by dusting off old gui¬ 
tars, drums and other in¬ 
struments to pursue after- 
hours lessons and garage- 
band gigs. 

Steven Cox, CEO of Talce- 
Lessons.com, a music-in¬ 
struction business with a 
network of private music 
teachers in 400 cities na¬ 
tionwide, said 2008 was a 
banner year in revenue, 
numbers of students and 
lessons booked. 

Business continued to 
climb in January and Feb¬ 
ruary, marking the five- 


year-old company’s two 
best months to date, all de¬ 
spite a slumping economy. 

Or, perhaps, because of 
it. 

“I think the economy has 
something to do with 
that,” Cox said of the trend, 
adding that the downturn 
has coincided with a high¬ 
er proportion of adults, 
many of them white-collar 
professionals, showing up 
among his clientele. 

Noteworthy Trend 

Cox cited the case of a 
54-year-old investment 
banker in New York who 
recently signed up for les¬ 
sons on the clarinet, an in¬ 
strument she studied as a 
child. 


“And she said, ‘You know 
what? I work a lot. I have a 
very few number of free 
hours, and I just want to do 
something that’s stimulat¬ 
ing my brain while I can re¬ 
lax,”’ he said. 

Cox declined to give spe¬ 
cific numbers for his busi¬ 
ness, citing proprietary is¬ 
sues. The company is pri¬ 
vately held. 

But Joe Lamond, head of 
the National Association of 
Music Merchants, said his 
member retail shops have 
seen a surge in music les¬ 
sons and recreational musi¬ 
cianship among middle- 
aged customers that pre¬ 
dates the recession but has 
been heightened by it. 

REUTERS 


Staff retention trumps 
hiring in job market 


employment Following 
many jobs losses in today’s 
economy, employers are 
holding off on staff expan¬ 
sions and focusing efforts 
on keeping current head- 
count as they navigate 
through a tough economy. 

This is according to the 
latest quarterly survey from 
CareerBuilder and USA To¬ 
day. Those surveyed include 
2,500 hiring managers and 
human resource profession¬ 
als and over 4,400 workers. 

“We’ll be looking for the 
market to stabilize over the 
next three to six months, 
when you’ll hopefully see 
(less) job losses,” said Matt 
Ferguson, CEO of Career- 
Builder.com. “Employers 
want to hold on to their tal¬ 
ent and are taking meas¬ 
ures to contain costs and 
bring in new revenue 
streams.” 

Some upcoming trends 
to expect: 

• Trimming Perks and Ben¬ 
efits: Companies are taking 
interim measures to free up 
funds to weather the eco- 


Layoffs 

Twenty-two per cent of 
hiring managers reported 
there were layoffs at their 
locations in the first quarter 
of 2009, up from 11 per cent 
this time last year. 

nomic storm. Forty-two per 
cent of employers reported 
they experienced a cut in 
perks and benefits at their 
organizations in the first 
quarter of2009. 

• Upgrading Talent Rosters: 
Twenty-three per cent of 
employers said they are 
taking this time, when hir¬ 
ing has slowed, to replace 
lower-performing employ¬ 
ees with top talent that 
may not have been avail¬ 
able in a healthier econo¬ 
my. 

• Transferring Skills: Seven¬ 
ty-one per cent of workers 
who were laid off and have 
not found work said they 
are looking for jobs outside 
of their chosen profession. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



You CAN make money 
in a home-based business. 
LOTS of money. 

We are seeking entrepreneurial 
driven professionals that want to 
grow personally and financially. 


UNTAPPED & A Lifestyle 

UNLIMITED | Business 

1.800.662.1961 Ex. 5480 


Now Hiring 


Work for an Award Winning Canadian 
Call Center That Support Canadian Clients 

OLS, an Inbound Call Center Located in Burnside 
is Looking for Friendly & Outgoing People 

Great Atmoshphere Competitive Wages 
Full Benefits Advancement Opportunites 

Start your New Career Today 

OLS 

ON-LINE SUPPORT 


INQUIRE ABOUT OUR NEW EXCITING AND 

Unique Reward & recognition program 



481-2589 WWW. olsjobs .ca 
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Twilight breaks DVD record 

Hit vampire movie Twilight has topped yet another chart — it is now the biggest home release of the year in the U.S. The film sold 5.6 million 
DVDs and Blu-Ray discs in its first week on sale, beating Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa as the most popular release of 2009. femalefirst.co.uk 



Entertainment 


Star Trek cameo 

Hollywood bosses are hoping William 
Shatner will make a cameo appearance 
in a future Star Trek movie. The new 
film is being release on May 8 and 
^ a follow-up is already in the 

. works, femalefirst.co.uk 


EDITOR: D E AN. LIS KrS) METRONEWS.CA 


Weekend box office 

I Fast & Furious: 

$72.5 million US 

2 Monsters vs. Aliens: 

$ 33-5 million 

3 The Haunting in 

Connecticut: $9.6 million 

4 Knowing: 

$8.1 million 

5 1 Love You, Man: 

$7.9 million 

6 Adventureland: 

$6 million 

7 Duplicity: 

$4.3 million 

8 Race to Witch Mountain: 

$3.4 million 

O12 Rounds: 

$2.3 million 

Sunshine Cleaning: 

$1.9 million 


10 


REUTERS 


In brief 


movies Passchendaele was the 
big winner at the Genie Awards 
in Ottawa on Saturday. The film 
won six awards, including best 
picture. metro news services 


Remedy for me 

New show explores alternative treatments 



BRIAN COULTON 

for Metro Canada 


Glycolic peels, light thera¬ 
pies, antibiotics — Rosean- 
na Meas tried it all. 

The 24-year-old aspiring 
actress from Etobicoke, 
Ont., has struggled with 
acne since adolescence and 
not one doctor has been 
able to cure the ailment 
that’s followed her into 
adulthood. 

“A lot of the treatments I 
had used were very abra¬ 
sive — a lot of chemicals,” 
said Meas. 

Frustrated by traditional 
medicine’s inability to 
clear her condition, Meas 
went in search of a natural 
remedy to mend her com¬ 


plexion. That’s when she 
stumbled upon an online 
advertisement recruiting 
subjects for the new W 
Network television show 
Remedy Me! 

The program — it begins 
airing tomorrow night — 
looks at one affliction per 
episode and follows two 
sufferers of it as they ex¬ 
plore different alternative 
treatments. From restless- 
leg to irritable bowel syn¬ 
dromes, Remedy Me! uses 
solutions like hypnosis, 
reiki and traditional Chi¬ 
nese medicines to mar 
maladies. 

Meas didn’t experience 
anything too bizarre, un¬ 
dergoing regular acupunc¬ 
ture and drinking herbal 
concoctions. But show cre¬ 


ator Janice Evans of Cre¬ 
ative Atlantic Communica¬ 
tions said some of the tele¬ 
vised treatments — even 
acupuncture — are pretty 
dramatic to watch. 

“There was an acupunc¬ 
turist that puts all the nee¬ 
dles in, and then attaches 
little electrical wires to 
each one. Then she turns 
on a little kind of electrical 
jolt that goes through each 
of the needles that gets the 
chi moving,” she said. “The 
woman looked like she 
was hooked up for 
Frankenstein.” 

But it’s not the spectacle 
that encouraged Evans to 
develop the show. She said 
she was inspired by her 
long-time interest in alter¬ 
native health, and the 


common dispersion of 
drugs-as-treatment due to 
an over-burdened health 
care system. 

“Doctors don’t have time 
to spend time with people 
on finding the solution 
that might work for them 
... I think anyone who 
takes the time and has that 
personal attention and be¬ 
lieves in what they’re do¬ 
ing is going to have 
progress.” 

Meas understands why 
some might be too embar¬ 
rassed and expose their 


Made for TV 


• Other ailments exposed on 
Remedy Me include gas, 
snoring, overactive bladders, 
headaches, hair loss, and ex¬ 
cessive sweating. 

medical issues on TV, but 
for her, desperation 
trumped anxiety. “I can 
feel for other people who 
have suffered with acne, so 
I figured I might as well 
just let myself be the 
guinea pig.” 



A DOUBLE 
PASS 
TO AN 
ADVANCE 
SCREENING 
of 


WHO SAYS YOU’RE ONLY YOUNG ONCE? 


AGAIN 


ZACEFRON 


04.17.09 


IN THEATRES APRIL 17 


VISIT METRONEWS.CA AND ENTER 


FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, 

excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes April 9,2009 at 11:59 pm. Odds of winning depend on | | | v* L I \s 

number of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


Learn What the Rich Already Know About Money at Our 

FREE LOCAL EVENT 



My Poor Dad was educated and intelligent. 

He completed four years of undergraduate work in less than two 
years. He then went on to receive his Ph.D... all on full financial 
scholarships. 

My Rich Dad never finished the eighth grade. 

Both men were successful in their careers, working hard all 
their lives. Both earned substantial incomes. 

Yet my highly educated dad struggled financially 
all his life and the other dad would become one 
of the richest men I had ever known. 

One died leaving tens of millions of dollars to his family, 
charities, and his church. The other left a legacy of unpaid 
bills. Both men were strong, charismatic, and influential. 

Both men offered me advice, but they did not 
advise the same things. 

My two dads offered me the perspective of contrasting 
points of view: a rich man's view and a poor man's view. 
This forced me to think about, and ultimately choose, a new 
way of thinking for myself. A way of thinking that assures financial security and prosperity! Now, 
through my books and workshops, I can share my mindset with anyone interested in mastering the 
Rich Dad® way of thinking - and use it to create true long-term wealth. 

FREE Learn To Be Rich Workshop 

Based on the Book & Teachings of World Famous Author Robert Kiyosaki 




COMING TO THE HALIFAX AREA ON APRIL 7 OR 8 

TO REGISTER 1 - 800 - 905-6017 

Text RICH2 to 74747 for your real estate tip of the month. Standard carrier rates apply. 

Receive a FREE CD-ROM! "RICH DAD'S 0 BUDGETING YOUR MONEY" 

An excerpt from Robert's new best seller, Rich Dad's Increase Your Financial IQ. 


It's YOURS FREE at the workshop! 
Robert Kiyosaki does not participate in this event. 


RJCH PAD’S. 


The Rich Dad’s® word mark and logos are owned by CASHFLOW Technologies, Inc. and any use of such marks by Rich Dad Education Ltd is under license. 
Additional products and services will be offered for sale. © 2009 Rich Dad Education Ltd. All rights reserved. 09RDE0439 3-09 
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High stepping 

Jessica Simpson was born wearing high heels. The singer-and-actress loves showing off her 
legs and refuses to sport flat shoes — even when she is at home, femalefirst.co.uk 
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Freya’s family secrets 



The Tricking of Freya 

Christina Sunley 

; if 


BookPicks 


The Tricking of Freya 

Author: Christina Sunley 
Publisher: St. Martin's Press 
Price: $28.95 (Hardcover) 

Iceland plays itself in The 
Tricking of Freya, a coming- 
of-age story chronicling the 
family history and Scandi¬ 
navian heritage of the nov¬ 
el’s title character. Young 
Freya first meets her wid¬ 
owed mother’s family in 
Gimli, Man. at age seven. 
Her trek from New York 
brings her close to her 
fierce Aunt Birdie, who in¬ 
sists she be schooled in Ice¬ 
landic past, mythology and 
language. But Birdie’s bury¬ 
ing tension between her 
and Freya’s mom; the rea¬ 
son Freya’s never met her 
family until now. Sunley 
builds a travelogue to un¬ 
cover Freya’s family secret. 


DEON 

MEYER 

BLOOD SAFARI 



Blood Safari 


Author: Peon Meyer 
Publisher: Random House 
Price: $ 32.95 (Hardcover) 


When Cape Town brand 
consultant Emma le Roux is 
watching television one day, 
she sees a murder suspect 
that bears resemblance to 
her brother she thought 
dead 20 years ago. Con¬ 
vinced to find him, she en¬ 
lists the help of Lemmer, a 
bodyguard with security 
company Body Armor. But 
Lemmer’s an “Invisible” — a 
guard unlike the intimidat¬ 
ing bodies known as “Goril¬ 
las” — with a short fuse and 
prone to violence. When the 
pair is attacked, Lemmer 
lets himself loose, set on 
finding their attackers. One 
wrong move will mean 
death for the pair, but if suc¬ 
cessful, Lemmer stands to 
break his “Invisible” tie and 
expose a globally threaten¬ 
ing faction. 



The Book of Night 

Women 


Author: Marlon James _ 

Publisher: Penguin Canada 
Price: $29.50 (Hardcover) 

The Night Women, sick of 
slavery, are planning a re¬ 
volt against the slave mas¬ 
ters on their 18th century 
Jamaican sugar plantation. 
The green-eyed group 
bands together, meeting 
regularly to plot the over¬ 
throw of their owners. 
That’s until Lilith is born, a 
girl the women believe has 
a mysterious power. As she 
ages, Lilith is taught to read 
and to understand the im¬ 
portance of a rebellion. But 
when she falls in love with 
Irish overseer Quinn, Lilith 
realizes what dire conse¬ 
quences a mutiny will 
cause for the plantation 
while trying to reconcile 
her urges with her upbring¬ 
ing. 

BRIAN COULTON/FOR METRO CANADA 


Eyeing Cannes contenders 



Johnny Depp, Colin Farrell and Jude Law all stepped in to play 
different parts of Heath Ledger's role in The Imaginarium of Doc¬ 
tor Parnassus after the actor died last year. 


Expected 


film fest As spring dawns, 
so does one of the film 
world’s biggest questions, 
namely — what’s in the 
Cannes? 

The official announce¬ 
ment from Cannes film 
festival head Thieriy Fre- 
maux and his team of pro¬ 
grammers regarding 
what’s in store for the an¬ 
nual cinephile gathering 
won’t take place for three 
weeks. But filmmakers, ex¬ 
ecutives and sales agents 
are already buzzing about 
what will unspool at the 
event in May. 

The consensus is a slate 
that mixes auteur fare and 
star-driven movies, though 
one that’s a little light on 
high-profile U.S. films. 

The most prominent mo¬ 
tion picture, at least from a 
star-power standpoint, 
won’t even have its main 
player there, as Terry 
Gilliam’s The Imaginarium 
of Doctor Parnassus, the 
last film from Heath 
Ledger, is expected to 
make its debut. 

In addition to Gilliam’s 
first appearance on the 
Croisette in more than a 
decade, a Parnassus debut 
also would offer the 
prospect of several stars — 


• On the U.S. side, Francis 
Ford Coppola's Tetro, which 
the director plans on self- 
distributing, is a strong bet 
to land at Cannes. The 
movie starring an interna¬ 
tional ensemble cast, tells 
the story of rivalry between 
artists in an Italian family. 


including Johnny Depp, 
Colin Farrell and Jude Law 
— who all stepped in to 
play different parts of 
Ledger’s role after the ac¬ 
tor died last year. 

Aside from Pixar’s Up, 
the animated film that will 
open Cannes, the festival 


• Quentin Tarantino's Inglo¬ 
rious Basterds, the Brad Pitt 
movie about a rogue group 
of American soldiers fight¬ 
ing Nazis in World War II, 
has been pegged as a 
Cannes title for several 
months and is expected to 
be at the festival. 


has yet to confirm en¬ 
trants. Still, many films are 
seen as probable candi¬ 
dates. Ang Lee’s Taking 
Woodstock is seen as a 
strong candidate, assum¬ 
ing the director can finish 
it in time. 

REUTERS 


HA 

H 

D 

B 

7:00 

7:30 

8:00 

8:30 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 


31 

31 

31 ABC 

News (N) 

| ABC Wld News 

Inside Edition 

Chronicle 
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How Clean 
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Evening News 

Two/Half Men 

Family Guy 
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(cjitics’corner^— 

Love It or List It 

He says, “Sell.” She says, “Not 
so fast!” This series, starting 
its second season, brings a 
battle-of-the-sexes element to 
the real estate show genre. In 
each episode, real estate agent 
David Visentin and designer 
Hilary Farr work with a fam¬ 
ily dissatisfied with its home. 

As Visentin tries to persuade 
them to put the property on the 
market — more money for him! 
— Farr tries to convince them it 
just needs a makeover. That, of 
course, means business for her. 
10 PM on W 



Royal Winnipeg Ballet: 40 
Years of One Night Stands 

The Royal Winnipeg Ballet is 
truly a national treasure, but 
if you’re not a balletomane, 
you may know little to nothing 
about it. That will change when 
you watch this special, a lov¬ 
ing portrait of the company that 
was formed in the 1950s as a 
“portable, touring ballet for the 
masses” and has been seen 
everywhere from mining towns to 
international festivals. 9 PM on 
BRAVO 

CBC Winnipeg Comedy 
Festival 

No animals were harmed in the 
making of this episode, which 
is devoted to the funny side of 
our furry, finned and feathered 
friends. Rick Curry, Big Daddy 
Tazz and Don Kelly take the 
stage to deliver funny observa¬ 
tions on the animal kingdom. 

9:30 PM on CBC 



For April 3 rd 

Classified-Anybody 
Listening 

Flo Rida - Sugar 

Eminem ft 50 Cent & 

Dr Dre-Crack A Bottle 

Lady Gaga - Lovegame 

Karl Wolf ft Culture-Africa 

Britney Spears - If You 
Seek Amy 
Black Eyed Peas - 
Boom Boom Pow 
Soulja Boy Ft Sammie - 
Kiss Me Thru The Phone 

Flo Rida - Right Round 



WE WANT YOU! 

You could guest host the Interactive 
NINE@9 with Special Ed. 
Email: speaaled@1013thebounce.com 
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Fawcett is hospitalized 

Farrah Fawcett has been hospitalized in Los Angeles since Thursday, the latest setback in her long battle with cancer, people.com is 
reporting. The 62-year-old actress has undergone chemotherapy and aggressive alternative treatments in the past, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 


Brady & Bundchen wed, again 


marriage Tom Brady and 
Gisele Bundchen ex¬ 
changed vows in a short 
sunset ceremony at her 
home in Costa Rica early 
Saturday evening, peo- 
ple.com reports. 

The bride, in a long de¬ 
signer dress and a veil that 
trailed 10 feet, and holding 
a bouquet of white or¬ 
chids, “looked so gor¬ 
geous,” a source tells Peo¬ 
ple. “She looked beauti¬ 
ful.” 

Security guards blocked 
off key access points to 
Bundchen’s house in Santa 
Teresa, where 25 or so 
guests gathered under a 
tent set up on the home’s 
balcony. 

After the ceremony, 
Brady, 31, in a gray suit 
and vest with white pants, 
held his son John on the 
balcony and spoke with 
guests like Robert Kraft, 


owner of the New England 
Patriots. Bundchen, 28, al¬ 
so hugged guests while 
friends and relatives 
snapped photos. 

They all seemed “very 
happy, like they were hav¬ 
ing a great time,” says one 
onlooker. 

Earlier that day, Brady 
hosted a bachelor’s brunch 
for the men in his en¬ 
tourage at the luxurious 
Milarepa hotel, where 
guests dined from a menu 
designed especially by the 
American chef. Meanwhile 
Bundchen entertained fe¬ 
male guests and went over 
last-minute wedding de¬ 
tails at her home. 

The separate his-and-her 
gatherings were the final 
lead up to three days of 
pre-wedding celebrations 
before the couple’s second 
set of nuptials. They offi¬ 
cially wed in an intimate 


ceremony in Santa Monica, 
Calif., in 
Febru¬ 
ary. 

METRO 



Levi's sex talk with Tyra 


relationship A rep for the 

Palin family is slamming 
Levi Johnston — the 18- 
year-old father of Bristol 
Palin’s newborn son — for 
blabbing about the cou¬ 
ple’s sex life on the Tyra 
Banks Show, us- 
magazine.com reports. 

“We’re disappointed that 
Levi and his family, in a 
quest for fame, attention 
and fortune, are engaging 
in flat-out lies, gross exag¬ 
geration, and even distor¬ 
tion of their relation¬ 
ship,” Meghan Staple- 
ton tells us- 
magazine.com in a 
statement Friday. 

“Bristol’s focus will 
remain on raising 
Tripp, com¬ 
pleting her 
education, 
and advo- 



nence,” Stapleton contin¬ 
ues. “It is unfortunate that 
Levi finds it more appeal¬ 
ing to exploit his previous 
relationship with Bristol 
than to contribute to the 
well being of the child. 

“Bristol realizes now 
that she made a mistake in 
her relationship and is the 
one taking responsibility 
for their actions,” Staple- 
ton concludes. 

On the show Johnston 
says he was “pretty sure” 
Gov. Palin knew he and 
Bristol, 18, were hav¬ 
ing sex when they 
lived under her roof. 
!F “Moms are pretty 
smart,” he tells Banks. 
Johnston, 19 and 
Palin, 18, called of 
their engage¬ 
ment in 
March. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Spears not a rock 
star, says Nicks 

music Britney Spears may 
have suffered a lot of hard 
knocks, but it’s not 
enough to earn her the 
moniker “rock star” — at 
least not according to Ste¬ 
vie Nicks. 

“You have to pay dues to 
be a real rock star,” the 
former Fleetwood Mac 
singer told Extra! recently. 
“Britney did not join a 
band when she was 18 and 
practice every day for five 
hours Monday through 
Friday and then play gigs 
Friday, Satur- 
^ day and 
Sunday.” 

METRO 
WORLD 
NEWS 



Guy calls ex 'great mum' 


people British director Guy 
Richie called his ex-wife 
Madonna “a great mum” 
following news that the 
singer’s bid to adopt a sec¬ 
ond child from Malawi was 
rejected Friday, 

people.com reports. 

Richie, 40, father to the 
couple’s son Rocco and 
David Banda — the Malaw¬ 
ian boy he and Madonna 
officially adopted in 2008 
— issued a statement 
through his rep saying: “I 
fully supported Madonna 
in her decision to apply for 
this adoption, and I am 
saddened that her applica¬ 
tion has been rejected. She 
is motivated only by being 
a caring parent who seeks 
to share some of the ad¬ 
vantages and oppor¬ 
tunities that her 
life has given her.” 


A judge in Malawi 
blocked Madonna’s at¬ 
tempt to adopt Mercy 
James, three, citing a resi¬ 
dency rule for prospective 
parents that requires they 
spend from 18 to 24 
months in the country — 
that requirement was 
waived for Madonna’s first 
adoption. 

Madonna, 50, has filed 
an appeal to the ruling. 


METRO NEWS 



Iglesias is shy of his body 


J&* 


image Enrique Iglesias is 
too shy to urinate in front 
of other people, female- 
first.co.uk alleges. The 
Hero singer, who previous¬ 
ly claimed he has a “small 
penis,” is so embarrassed 
about his body he 
avoids using crowded 
public toilets. 

“I can’t even pee in \ 
a public bathroom 'I 
when there are too 
many people A 

around,” the 
website 

quotes him I 
as saying. “ 

“I’m not 
comfort¬ 
able walk¬ 
ing around 



naked. I walk around my 
house in underwear, but I 
sometimes feel my house¬ 
keeper gets embarrassed.” 

In 2005, Enrique 
shocked his fans by saying 
he was planning to launch 
range of extra-small 
condoms. He was quoted 
as saying: “I can never 
find extra-small con¬ 
doms, and I know it’s re- 
JJf ally embarrassing for 
people — you 
know, from ex¬ 
perience.” He 
later insisted 
he had been 
| joking. 

METRO 
WORLD NEWS 


Winehouse hides 
out in St. Lucia 

people Though she 
returned to London as 
promised when husband 
Blake Fielder-Civil was re¬ 
leased from prison, Amy 
Winehouse is back in St. 
Lucia. The troubled singer 
spent 70 days hiding out 
in the Caribbean paradise 
while dealing with her 
personal demons, and 
sources say she’s returned 
this time to start 
k worl< on the fol¬ 
low-up to her 
[hit Back to 
Black album, 
[according to 
[MTV UK. 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 



Rihanna’s jet setting 


career Rihanna’s jet-set- 
ting continued this week, 
usmagazine.com reports. 

After hitting Hawaii and 
New York City in the same 
week, the singer, 21, re¬ 
turned home to her native 
Barbados on Friday. She is 
helping her grandparents 
celebrate their 50th wed¬ 
ding anniversaiy. 

“Yeah (she’s back),” her 
father Ronald Fenty told 
usmagazine.com Friday in 
a telephone interview. 
“She just got in a 
couple hours ago. I 
will see her tomor¬ 
row.” 

He says theyi 
would “probably 
do lunch” during 
her weekend trip 
home. “Of course, 

I’m happy to 



have her home. Things are 
good with her,” Fenty told 
Us. “She is doing really, re¬ 
ally well. She’s back to her¬ 
self again.” 

It remains to be seen 
whether Rihanna will at¬ 
tend Chris Brown’s 
arraignment to¬ 
day in Los An¬ 
geles Superior 
Court. The 
singer, 19, is 
expected to en¬ 
ter a plea to two 
felony counts of 
assault and 
making 
criminal 
threats after 
allegedly beat¬ 
ing Rihanna 
Feb. 8 in L.A. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Lohan restrained by 
security at Ronson party 


people Things are definite¬ 
ly looking bad for Lindsay 
Lohan’s relationship with 
Samantha Ronson. The 
celebrity DJ was recent¬ 
ly working a party at/j 
Bar Marmont in 
for sister Charlotte 
Ronson’s clothing 
line, and security 
was reportedly 
under strict or¬ 
ders to keep / 
an eye out f : 
for Lohan, ( 
according V 
to OK maga¬ 
zine. 



But the actress showed 
anyway, and had 
be “restrained 
from coming in by 
five security 
j guards,” accord¬ 
ing to an eyewit¬ 
ness. “Lindsay 
knew she was 
unwanted, 
but came 
anyway, to 
|\no avail,” 
said an¬ 
other 
source. 

METRO 
WORLD NEWS 


Cyrus strives to 
act responsibly 

family Miley Cyrus is terri¬ 
fied of disappointing her 
parents, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. The Hannah Mon¬ 
tana star is determined 
never to go off the rails 
like many child stars. 

The 16-year-old actress 
said: “I think it’s selfish to 
go out partying all the 
time, especially if you 
have little ones in your 
family. I have a nine-year- 
old sister, and I don’t want 
her to go to school and 
have people make fun of 
her for it.” 

However, Cyrus — who 
shot to fame at the tender 
age of 12 — admits it’s 
hard to resist temptation 
living in Hollywood. 

She added to America’s 
Glamour magazine: “At 
one of the very first 
awards shows I ever did, 
there was a bottle of vod¬ 
ka in my gift bag. No one 
cared that they were giv¬ 
ing this to a 12-year-old.” 

On his radio show, Ryan 
Seacrest recently asked 
her if she plans on marry¬ 
ing her boyfriend, Justin 
Gaston. “If he gets a pret¬ 
ty ring,” Cyrus joked. But 
her mom was quick to de¬ 
fuse the drama the next 
day. 

“When I was 16,1 defi¬ 
antly thought that too, I 
was going to marry 
early,” Tish 
I Cyrus told 
Hollyscoop. 
V‘She’s got a lot 
[of growing up 
k to do.” 
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For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 

Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 

1 Q-tip tip 

34 Falsehood 

5 Silent 

35 Oil cartel 

8 Cold War weapon, for 

37 Skier’s slowing 

short 

manoeuvre 

12 Easter flower 

39 Greek consonant 

13 Rage 

41 Growl 

14 — contendere 

42 Aft 

15 Initial stake 

45 Stuck, sort of 

16 White bloom 

49 Anne Murray classic 

18“Bread” 

51 Christmas 

20 From what place 

52 Cattle 

21 Actor Baldwin 

53 U.S. spy org. 

23 Evergreen type 

54 And others (Lat.) 

24 Grow uncontrollably 

55 Raced 

28 Moist 

56 Type units 

31 Body of water (Abbr.) 

32 The Ram 

57 Landlord’s due 

Crossword down 

1 Bridge coup 

26 Nuance 

2 Drunkard 

27 Ancient Spartan king 

3 Choir voice 

29 “O Sole —” 

4 Local ordinance (Var.) 

30 Church seat 

5 Gets the info wrong 

33 Graceful bird 

6 Grecian vessel 

36 Masticated 

7 Cat call? 

38 Orison 

8 Certainly 

40 Sphere 

9 County of England 

42 Requests 

10 United nations 

43 Quick cut 

11 Sulk 

44 Pleasant 

17 Kid’s query 

46 Burlap fibre 

19 Actress Jessica 

47 “Two and a Half Men” 

22 Adhere 

role 

24 “No seats” sign 

48 Dissolve 

25 Pinch 

50 Edge 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 




Find today’s answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 



Spanish-Style 

Chicken 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 tbsp (25 ml) olive oil 
8 boneless, skinless chick¬ 
en thighs 

1 medium red onion 
1 clove garlic 
1 red pepper and 1 yellow 
pepper 

1 can (19 oz/540 ml) 
chopped tomatoes 
2/3 cup (150 ml) dry white 
wine 

1 tbsp paprika 

2 3/4 oz (75 g) chorizo 
sausage 

1 tbsp (25 g) pitted black 
olives 

Salt and black pepper 
To garnish: A bunch of 
parsley 

METHOD: 

1. Heat oil in large flame¬ 
proof casserole pan or 
braising pan, then cut 
chicken thighs in half and 
fry over a high heat until 
golden. 


2. Peel and thinly slice 
onion and peel and crush 
the garlic. Add to chicken. 
Rinse and slice peppers 
and add to chicken. Fry 
until peppers are lightly 
browned and slightly soft¬ 
ened. 

3. Stir in tomatoes, wine 
and paprika and bring to 
boil. Slice chorizo thickly 
and add, then simmer 15 
minutes, or until chicken 
is cooked. 

4. Halve olives, add to 
casserole pan, then season 
to taste. Rinse, dry and 
chop parsley. Garnish with 
parsley and serve with 
crusty bread. 

SERVES 4 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month’s 
Reader’s Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES /TN 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 VJy 

Make a heroic attempt to take 
the blame for a mistake. A crav¬ 
ing can’t be ignored. An in¬ 
sightful dream supplies inspira¬ 
tion. 

libra rs 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

A former enemy has a shift in 
convictions. An introvert has 
gained too much weight. An 
old companion will re-enter 
your life. 


TAURUS /T\ 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 V£/ 

A thrilling person teaches you 
a new way of relating. Your 
prospects convince someone to 
give aid. A legal issue causes a 
mishap. 

SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

A team-mate will make a move. 
Don’t just fade away after con¬ 
fusion clears up. A strange reve¬ 
lation brings you some joy. 




GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vit/ 

Someone is forced to change a 
routine. You want to learn 
something too fast. You’ll find 
that a problem has already 
been solved. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 V*]/ 

There’ll be questions about an 
infatuation. Candid comments 
affect your work. Relationship 
changes won’t be appreciated. 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

Aslc permission before forcing 
your opinions on anyone. A 
young guy makes you chuckle. 
It’s a bad idea to demand a 
handout. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

Be cautious during a surprising 
encounter. Get comfortable 
with a melodramatic person. 
Overcome a challenge to your 
honour. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

Good luck comes when strong 
feelings are shared. A quarrel¬ 
some person needs a time-out. 
Your actions are respected. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

A pleased person passes on a 
valuable bonus. Pride grows af¬ 
ter being flattered. A mature 
friend lifts you out of exhaus¬ 
tion. 


VIRGO /T\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

A whining woman behaves ar¬ 
rogantly. Don’t refuse to re¬ 
lease a friend from a promise. 
A man must bed down early 
tonight. 

PISCES /TT\ 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

A fated couple has a weird en¬ 
counter. An authority figure in¬ 
sists on rules being obeyed. A 
benefit comes from dealing 
with a spoiled brat. 


FLIGHT CENTRE 


PUERTO PLATA 

FROM $449 

+ taxes & fees $311 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 7 nights 
4-star all-inclusive accom over Easter Holiday. 


866 967 5402 | flightcentre.ca 


Conditions apply. Ex: Halifax. Package price is per person, based on double occupancy. Prices are subject to 
availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of publication, 
errors and omissions excepted, but are subject to change.Taxes & fees include transportation related fees, HST and 
fuel supplements and are approximate and subject to change. 



Over 140 Discount Outlets... 100 One Hour In-Store Labs 


For nearest location call: 1-877-524-2020 • www.hakimoptical.ca 


This day in history 

APRIL 6,1896: In Athens, the first modem Olympic Games open 
1,500 years after the original games were banned by Roman Em¬ 
peror Theodosius I. 

APRIL 6,1917: First World War: The United States declares war 
on Germany. 

APRIL 6,1930: Gandhi raises a lump of mud and salt and 
declares, “With this, I am shaking the foundations of the British 
Empire.” Thus he starts the Salt Satyagraha. 

APRIL 6,1994: The Rwandan Genocide begins when the aircraft 
carrying Rwandan president Juvenal Habyarimana and Burundi¬ 
an president Cyprien Ntaiyamira is shot down. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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GROWING FAMILY 
SPORTS 


• SMALL BUSINESS 

• TRAVEL 


WE CMVE L /!IE ANSVi 


2008 Grand Caravan 
Town & Country 

Alloy Wheels, Fog Lights, Leather Wrapped Steering 
Wheel, Adjustable Pedals, Steering Wheel Audio 
Controls, Pwr Window Group, Pwr Doors, 

P Seat, Pw, Pdl, Three Zone Climate Control, Lift 
Gate, A/C, Cruise, Tilt, 3.8 V6, Stow ‘N’ Go, Low Kms 


Was $39,495 New! 


2008 Grand Caravan ^B^^BB i 

jh-J 13.777 


Factory DVD, Pwr Window Group, P Seat, Pw, 
Pdl, Three Zone Climate Control, A/C, Cruise, 
Tilt, Backup Camera, Stow ‘N’ Go, Low Kms 


Was $33,620 New! 


2008 Grand 
Caravan SE 

Pwr Window Group, P Seat, Pw, Pdl, 
Three Zone Climate Control, A/C, 
Cruise, Tilt, Stow ‘N’ Go, Low Kms 


§fl7 B 777 

Was $30,495 New! 


2008 Grand 
Caravan SE 

Pwr Window Group, Pw, Pdl, 
A/C, Cruise, Tilt, Stow ‘N’ Go, 

7 Passenger, Tinted Windows 


9 


VW 


Was $29,320 New! 


Receive a FREE Gift! 


Purchase any of these vehicles at the 
recently slashed prices before April 11 th 
and choose one of the following gifts... 


O 


f DARTMOUTH 


CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE 

'Jfoom Scotch (^tutted, ScuAe-f 
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